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JOHN LOTHROP MOTLEY. 

John Lothbof Motley was bom in Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
on April 14, 1814. As a boy he was rather delicate, but fond 
of skating and swimming. His mother described him as sensi- 
tive, excitable, with a quick sense of honor, and scrupulously 
truthful. His insatiable love of reading showed itself while he 
was still a schoolboy. In his home-letters he frequently mentions 
his reading: ''I am reading Hume's History of England, and 
think it very interesting." ''I study 'Charles XH.' in French 
which I think very interesting, and it is much more by its being 
in French ; I can read French books very easily, which I do very 
often." 

At the age of thirteen Motley entered Harvard College. He 
devoted more time to general literature than to his college work, 
with the result that at graduation in 1831 he did not obtain the 
high academic honors which one might expect from a man of his 
marked ability. It is significant, however, that he was made an 
honorary member of the Phi Beta Kappa, a college fraternity 
composed of the leading men in the graduating class. 

In 1882 Motley went abroad to study at a German university. 
At GOttingen he became intimate with Bismarck, the man des- 
tined in future years to weld together the numerous petty states 
of Germany into one great empire. The great chancellor in after- 
years said of Motley: ''The most striking feature of his hand- 
some and delicate appearance was uncommonly large and beauti- 
(^Q #ul eyes. He never entered a drawing-room without exciting the 
^f^ curiosity and sympathy of the ladies." 

Six years after his graduation at Harvard, Motley married Miss 
Benjamin, the sister of Park Benjamin. Two years after his 
;7<' marriage appeared his first published work, an historical novel 
^ called "Morton's Hope." This book was not at all successful ; 
* * its chief interest lies in the fact that its character is largely auto^ 
<2^ biographical. Motley recognized by the failure of his first book 
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4 JOHN LOTHBOP MOTLEY. 

that he would not succeed as a writer of fiction. Many of his 
friends advised him to try his hand at history, as bis studies in 
that direction had been long and laborious and he was well fitted 
by nature for such work. Before committing himself, however, 
to any of the more important works he had in view, Motley wrote 
a brilliant essay on Peter the Great for the North American Re- 
view. It was nominally a review of two works, one on Russia, the 
other a Life of Peter the Great. Oliver Wendell Holmes in his 
Memoir of Motley says : *' If there had been any question as to 
whether the young novelist who had missed his first mark had in 
him the elements which might give him success as an author, this 
essay would have settled the question. . . . The style of the 
whole article is rich, fluent, picturesque, with light touches of 
humor here and there, and perhaps a trace or two of youthful jaun- 
tiness not quite as yet outgrown." Those who had shaken their 
heads over the unsuccessful story of ** Morton's Hope" were 
jstartled by the appearance of this manly and scholarly essay. 

As early as 1846 Motley had begun to collect materials for a 
history of Holland. This was a subject which had long held his 
S3rmpathy ; the analogy between the early struggles of Holland 
and those of the United States strongly appealed to his warm 
patriotism. The paucity of material for his work soon drew him 
to Holland, where he passed some years in arduous literary labor. 
At length, in 1856, the work was published under the title of 
** The Rise of the Dutch Republic: a History." Motley at once 
found himself famous. His book was read in every country of 
Europe, translated into, several languages, and received on both 
sides of the water with enthusiasm. He subsequently continued 
his labors in the History of Holland, and became recognized in 
the Netherlands as a standard authority. 

The outbreak of our civil war found Motley in London devoting 
all his energy to prevent the English government from adopting 
a hostile attitude toward the North. His two letters to the Lon- 
don Times remain as an ineffaceable record of his patriotism 
and his ability as the champion of liberty and humanity. At a 
time when English public opinion was trembling in the balance, 
Motley turned the scale in pur favor by his passionate appeal to 
the English people through the pages of the Times. In 1861 
President Lincoln appointed him as minister to Austria. He ra- 



JOHN LOTHROP MOTLEY. 5 

signed this position earlj in 1867« owing to an offensive letter 
addressed to him by Mr. Seward, secretary of state. Again in 
1 869 he accepted a diplomatic position, this time as minister to 
England. It was with misgivings only too well founded that he 
entered upon these new duties. His sudden recall in 1870 was 
never satisfactorily explained. It was a cruel blow to him and 
his friends, though no stain was left on his reputation. After 
this he returned to his literary labors again, and in 1874 published 
the '' Life of John of Bameveld," a biography of one of the great 
figures in Dutch history. From this time on until his death 
Motley lived in England. His health was affected by the shock 
of his diplomatic troubles, and he gradually became more and 
more feeble until his death at Dorchester, England, in 1877. 

On the third of June of the same year Dean Stanley delivered 
a sermon in Westminster Abbey, in which he spoke of Motley as 
"one of the brightest lights of the Western Hemisphere, the 
high-spirited patriot, the faithful friend of England's best and 
purest spirits, the brilliant, the indefatigable historian, who told 
as none before liim had told the history of the rise and struggle 
of the Dutch Republic. So long as the tale of the greatness of 
the house of Orange, of the siege of Leyden, of the tragedy of 
Bameveld, interests mankind, so long will Holland be indissolu- 
bly connected with the name of Motley, in that union of the 
ancient culture of Europe with the aspirations of America, which 
was so remarkable in the ardent, laborious, soaring soul that has 
passed away." 



CRITICAL OPINIONS. 

"They are undoubtedly two important works, the result of 
profound researches, sincere convictions, sound principles, and 
manly sentiments. . . . They do honor to American literature, 
and they would do honor to the literature of any country in the 
world." — GuizoT in a review of Motley's ** Dutch Republic " and 
Prescott's "Philip the Second." 

''How surprising that so young a man should jump at once, 
full grown, to fame with a big book, so well studied and complete I" 
—Washington Irving. 

** Unwearying research for years in the libraries of Europe, pa- 
tience and judgment in arranging and digesting his materials, a 
fine historical tact, much skill in characterization, the perspective 
of narration, as it may be called, and a vigorous style unite to 
make it a very capital work, and place the name of Motley by the 
side of those of our great American historical trio — Bancroft, 
Irving, and Prescott." — Edward Everbtt. 

''All the essentials of a great writer Mr. Motley eminently 
possesses. His mind is broad, his industry unwearied. In power 
of dramatic description no modem historian except perhaps Mr. 
Carlyle surpasses him, and in analysis of character he is elaborate 
and distinct."— James Anthony Froude. 

Motley's " Peter the Great " " is a narrative rather than a criti- 
cism ; a rapid, continuous, brilliant, almost dramatic narrative. It 
shows throughout that the writer has made a thorough study of his 
subject, but it is written with an easy and abundant yet scholarly 
freedom, not as if he were surrounded by his authorities and pick- 
ing out his material piece by piece, but rather as if it were the 
overflow of long-pursued and well-remembered studies recalled 
without effort and poured forth almost as a recreation."— Oliver 

Wendell Holmes. 

6 



PETER THE GREAT. 



This essay originally appeared In the North American Review for October, 
1845. 

One day, in the year 1697, the great Dnke of Marlborough 
happened to be in the village of Saardam. He visited the 
dockyard of one Mynheer Calf, a rich shipbuilder, and was 
struck with the appearance of a journeyman at work there. 
He was a large, powerful man, dressed in a red woollen shirt 3 
and duck trowsers, with a sailor's hat, and was seated, with 
an adze in his hand, upon a rough log of timber which lay on 
the ground. The man's features were bold and regular ; his 
dark-brown hair fell in natural curls about his neck ; his com- 
plexion was strong and ruddy, with veins somewhat distended, lo 
indicating an ardent temperament and more luxurious habits 
than comported with his station ; and his dark, keen eye 
glanced from one object to another with remarkable restless- 
ness. He was engaged in earnest conversation with some 
strangers, whose remarks he occasionally interrupted, while 15 
he rapidly addressed them in a guttural but not unmusical 
voice. As he became occasionally excited in conversation, his 
features twitched convulsively, the blood rushed to his fore- 
head, his arms were tossed about with extreme violence of 

1. John Churchhill, Duke of Marlborou§:h (1650-1722). An English 
general whose military genius has been equalled by few modern soldiers. 
EUs greatest victories were Blenheim (17(m), Ramillies (1706), Oudenarde 
(1708), and Halplaquet (1709). Marlborough owed a great part of his political 
success to his wife, who was a favorite of Queen Anne. Both Marloorough 
and his wife were unscrupulous in attaining their ends, and although William 
in. was perfectly aware of this he could nor afford to spare Marlborough 
from his army. 

2. Saardam. A town of the Netherlands, province of north Hollnnd. It 
is 5U miles N.W. of Amsterdam. The population is chiefly engageii in ship- 
building and in seafaring occupations. 

7 



8 PETER THE GREAT. 

gesticnlation, and he seemed constantly upon the point of giv- 
ing way to some explosion of passion, or else of falling into a 
fit. His companions, however, did not appear in the least 
alarmed by his vehemence, although they seemed to treat him 

5 with remarkable deference ; and after a short time his dis- 
torted features would resume their symmetry and agreeable 
expression, his momentary frenzy would subside, and a bright 
smile would light up his whole countenance. 
The duke inquired the name of this workman, and was told 

10 it was one Pieter Baas, a foreign journeyman of remarkable 
mechanical abilities and great industry. Approaching, he 
entered into some slight conversation with him upon matters 
pertaining to his craft. While they were conversing, a 
stranger of foreign mien and costume appeared, holding a 

15 voluminous letter in his hand. The workman started up, 
snatched it from his hand, tore off the seals, and greedily de- 
voured its contents ; while the stately Marlborough walked 
away unnoticed. The duke was well aware that, in this thin 
disguise, he saw the Czar of Muscovy. Pieter Baas, or Boss 

20 Peter, or Master Peter, was Peter the despot of all the Russias, 
a man who, having just found himself the undisputed pro- 
prietor of a quarter of the globe with all its inhabitants, 
had opened his eyes to the responsibilities of his position, 
and had voluntarily descended from his throne for the noble 

25 purpose of qualifying himself to reascend it. 

The empire of Russia — at this moment more than twice as 
large as Europe, having a considerable extent of sea-coast, 
with flourishing commercial havens both upon the Baltic and 
the Black Sea, and a chain of internal communication by canal 

30 and river, connecting them both with the Caspian and the 
Volga — was, at the accession of Peter the First, of quite suflS- 
cient dimensions for any reasonable monarches ambition, but 
of most unfortunate geographical position. Shut off from 

19. Czar of MuscoTy. The ancient title of the Czar or Emperor of 
Russia. Cznr or Txar is derived from the I^tin Ccesar. 

81. The Volga. The largest river in Europe, and the principal channel (»r 
coin merce in Russia. It empties into the Caspian Sea 83 feet below the level 
of the ocean. 
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civilized western Europe by vast and thinly-peopled forests 
and plains, having for neighbors only the sledded Polack, the 
Turk, the Persian, and the Chinese, and touching nowhere 
upon the ocean, that great highway of civilization, the ancient 
empire of the Czars seemed always in a state of suffocation. 5 
Remote from the sea, it was a mammoth without lungs, in- 
capable of performing the functions belonging to its vast 
organization, and presenting to the world the appearance of a 
huge, incomplete, and inert mass, waiting the advent of some 
new Prometheus to inspire it with life and light. lo 

Its capital, the bizarre and fantastic Moscow — with its vast, 
turreted, and- venerable Kremlin ; its countless churches, with 
their flashing spires and clustering and turbaned minarets 
glittering in green, purple, and gold ; its mosques, with the 
cross supplanting the crescent ; its streets, swarming with 15 
bearded merchants and ferocious Strelitzes, while its female 
population were immured and invisible — was a true type of the 
empire, rather Asiatic than European, and yet compounded of 
both. 

The government, too, was far more Oriental than European 20 
in its character. The Norsemen had, to be sure, in the ninth 

2. Sledded Polack. The Pole, inhabitant of Poland. See Sliakespeare^s 
Hamlet, Act I. so. 1 : '* He smote the sledded Polacks on the ice.^' 

10. Prometheus. In Qreek mythology Prometheus, who surpassed all 
men in knowledge, formed men of clay to whom he gave life by infusing 
them with fire which he stole from heaven. As a punishment for this crime 
Zeus chained the offender to Mt. Caucasus while a vulture continually 
plucked at his vitals. 

11. Moscow. The former capital of Russia. Though Moscow is no longer 
the capital, it has such advantages that many of the Russian nobility maice 
their homes there. It is 400 miles south of St. Petersburg, the present cap- 
ital. The site of the city has an uneven undulating surface; the most 
remarkable elevation being the hill near the centre on which the Kremlin 
stands. This hill is nearly of a triangular shape, and is surrounded by an 
immense wall 60 feet high and about 1 mile in circuit. 

12. Kremlin. The citadel of a town or city. Particularly applied to the 
ancient citadel of Moscow, which now contains an imperial palace, several 
churches and convents, an arsenal, etc , which, situated on a hill and having 
gilded domes and spires, have a magnificent appearance. 

15. The cross supplantinf^ the crescent. The symbol of Christianity 
triumphing over that of Mohammedanism. 

IQ. Strelitzes. The former Russian body-guards of the Emperor sup- 
pressed by Peter the Great. 

21. The Nor.seiiien. From the eighth until the thirteenth centuries the 
Norsemen made attacks on Europe, and overran it from London to Constan- 
tinople. The inhabitants of western Russia were so terrified by these at- 
tacks that they invited three Scandinavian eliiffs, brothers, of whom Ruric 
was most powerful, to go and rule over them. They established themselves 
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century, taken possession of the Russian govemment with the 
same gentleman-like effrontery with which, at about the same 
time, they had seated themselves upon every throne in Europe; 
and the crown of Ruric had been transmitted like the other 

5 European crowns for many generations, till it descended 
through a female branch upon the head of the Romanoffs, the 
ancestors of Peter and the present imperial family. But 
though there might be said to be an established dynasty, the 
succession to the throne was controlled by the Strelitzes, the 

ID licentious and ungovernable soldiery of the capital, as much 
as the Turkish Empire by the Janizaries or the Roman Empire 
by the PrsBtorians ; and the history of the govemment was but 
a series of palace revolutions, in which the sovereign, the tool 
alternately of the priesthood and the body-guard, was elevated, 

15 deposed, or strangled, according to the prevalence of different 

factions in the capital. The govemment was in fact, as it has 

been epigrammatically characterized, ** a despotism tempered 

by assassination." 

The father of Peter the First, Alexis Michaelovitz, had in- 

20 deed projected reforms in various departments of the govem- 
ment. He seems to have been, to a certain extent, aware of 
the capacity of his empire, and to have had some faint glim- 
merings of the responsibility which weighed upon him as the 
inheritor of this vast hereditary estate. He undertook certain 

25 revisions of the laws, if the mass of contradictory and capri- 
cious edicts which formed the code deserve that name ; and his 
attention had particularly directed itself to the condition of 
the army and the church. Upon hid death, in 1677, he left 



at Holingaard (Novji^orod) and laid the foundations of the kingdom of 
Oardarike out * of which grew the subsequent Russia that was ruled by 
Ruric^s descendants down to 1598. 

11. Janixaries. A body of Turkish soldiers, organized in 1829, who 
formed the nucleus of the Turkish army. They flnally became uncontrol- 
lable, tried to elect their own emperors, and were finally dissolved and 
many of them killed in 1826. 

12. PTSBtorians. The flower of the Roman imperial army. They gained 
great power and raised their captains to the impei-ial rank. 

17. "A despotisni tempered by assassination.** Count MUnster, 
Hanoverian envoy at St. Petersburg, discovere«l itiat "Russian civilization 
is merely artificial," and published to Europe tlii«< short description of the 
Russian constitution.— that it is *' absohitisni temi'erecl by assaissinatiou.** 
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two sons, Theodore and John, and four daughters, by his first 
wife ; besides one son, Peter, born in 1672, and one daughter, 
Natalia, by the second wife, of the house of Narischkin. The 
eldest son, Theodore, succeeded, whose administration was 
directed by his sister, the ambitious and intriguing Princess 5 
Sophia, assisted by her paramour, Galitzin. Theodore died 
in 1682, having named his half-brother Peter as his successor, 
to the exclusion of his own brother John, who was almost an 
idiot. Sophia, who, in the fitful and perilous history of Peter's 
boyhood, seems like the wicked fairy in so many Eastern 10 
fables, whose mission is constantly to perplex, and, if possible, 
destroy, the virtuous young prince, who, however, struggles 
manfully against her enchantments and her hosts of allies, 
and comes out triumphant at last — Sophia, assisted by Cou- 
vanski, general of the Strelitzes, excited a tumult in the capi- 15 
tal. Artfully inflaming the passions of the soldiery, she 
directed their violence against all those who stood between her 
and the power she aimed at. Many of the Narischkin family 
(the maternal relatives of Peter), with their adherents, were 
butchered with wholesale ferocity, many crown-officers were 20 
put to death, and the princess at length succeeded in proclaim- 
ing the idiot John and the infant Peter as joint-Czars, and 
herself as regent. 

From this time forth, Sophia, having the reins of government 
securely in her hand, took particular care to surround the 25 
youthful Peter with the worst influences. She exposed him 
systematically to temptation, she placed about him the most 
depraved and licentious associates, and seems to have encour- 
aged the germination of every vicious propensity with the most 
fostering care. In 1689, during the absence of Prince Galitzin 30 
upon his second unsuccessful invasion of the Crimea, Peter 
was married, at the age of seventeen, through the influence of 
a faction hostile to Sophia, to a young lady of the Lapouchin 
family. After the return of Galitzin, a desperate revolt of the 
Strelitzes was concerted between their general and Sophia and 33 

6. Oalitzln. Really a wise and progressive statesman. He attempted 
many reforms, but was overruled by the imperious Sophia. 
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Galitzin, whose object was to seize and murder Peter. He 
saved himself by taking refuge in the Convent of the Trinity — 
the usual place of asylum when the court was beleaguered, as 
was not unusual, by the Strelitzes— assembled around him 
5 those of the boyards and the soldiers who were attached to 
nim, and, with the personal bravery and promptness which 
have descended like an heirloom in his family, defeated the 
conspirators at a blow, banished Galitzin to Siberia, and locked 
up Sophia in a convent, where she remained till her death, 

lo fifteen years afterwards. Peter now became sole ruler, his 
brother John contenting himself with the imperial title. 

In less than a year from this time Peter made the acquaint- 
ance of a very remarkable man, to whom, more than to any 
other, Russia seems to have been indebted for the first impulse 

15 towards civilization. Happening one day to be dining at the 
house of the Danish minister, Peter was pleased with the man- 
ners and conversation of his Excellency's private secretary. 
This was a certain youthful Genevese adventurer named 
Lefort. He had been educated for the mercantile profession 

20 and placed in a counting-house ; but being of an adventurous 
disposition, with decided military tastes and talents, he had 
enlisted as a volunteer, and served with some distinction in 
the Low Countries. Still following his campaigning inclina- 
tions, he enlisted under a certain Colonel Verstin, who had 

5. Boyards. A personal title given to the highest rank of Russian 
officials previous to Peter the Qreat's time. The name still lingers in Rou- 
mania, where the popular name for the conservatives is the Boyard party. 

8. Siberia. Originally the name of a Tartar fort on the Irtysh, now ap- 
plied to an immense territory in northern Asia belonging to Russia. Siberia 
covers an area of 4,833,500 square miles,— nearly forty times as great as that 
of the United Kingdom. Its population is about 4,484,550 inhabitants. As 
to the Russian exiles, of whom not less than a million have been transported 
to Siberia since 1840, and who are transported now to the number of 20,000 a 
year, they have contributed but little to the increase of the settled popula- 
tion. By the time they reach the fearful prisons where they are confined 
for years they are, as a rule, quite broken in health from the long march 
over the steppes from Russia. They run away, wander on foot through Uie 
wintry forests, only to be rearrested and brought back to their settlements. 
Others join the ranks of the floating population, and die in numbers on long 
pedestrian journeys to and from the gold mines. 

Political offenses in Russia are punished by a life-long exile to Siberia, 
"the gray land." 

23. liow Countries. Holland and Belgium. Holland is lower than the 
sea level, and is protected from the inroads of the sea by great dikes or 
embankments. The Low Countries was the battle-field of JSurope in the 
seventeenth century. 
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been commissioned by the Czar Alexis to pick up some German 
recruits, and followed him to Archangel. Arriving there, he 
found that the death of Alexis had left no demand for the ser- 
vices either of himself or the colonel, and after escaping with 
difficulty transportation to Siberia, with wiiich he seems to 5 
liave been threatened for no particular reason, he followed his 
destiny to Moscow, where he found employment under the 
Danish envoy De Horn, and soon after was introduced to the 
Czar. 

It was this young adventurer, a man of no extraordinary ac- ic 
quirements, but one who had had the advantage of a European 
education, and the genius to know its value and to reap its 
full benefit ; a man of wonderful power of observation, in 
whom intuition took the place of experience, and who pos- 
sessed the rare faculty of impressing himself upon other minds i5 
with that genial warmth and force which render the impres- 
sion indelible — it was this truant Genevese clerk who planted 
the first seeds in the fertile, but then utterly fallow, mind of 
the Czar. Greniality and sympathy were striking characteris- 
tics of both minds, and they seem to have united by a kind of 20 
elective affinity from the first instant they were placed in the 
neighborhood of each other. 

It was from Lefort that the Czar first learned the great 
superiority of the disciplined troops of western Europe over 
the licentious and anarchical soldiery of Russia. It was in 25 
concert with Lefort that he conceived on the instant the dar- 
ing plan of annihilating the Strelitzes, the body-guard which 
had set up and deposed the monarchs ; a plan that would 
have inevitably cost a less sagacious and vigorous prince his 
throne and life, and which he silently and cautiously matured, 30 
till, as we shall have occasion to relate, it was successfully 
executed. Almost immediately after his acquaintance with 
Lefort, he formed a regiment upon the European plan, which 
was to be the germ of the reformed army which he contem- 
plated. This regiment was called the Pie()l)razinski body- 35 



3. Archangel. A town o£ Russia about STQ uiRe& uorthtiqM q£ St. 
Ftttenbui'g. 
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gaard, from the name of the palace ; and Lefort was appointed 
its colonel, while the Czar entered himself as drummer. 

It was to Lefort, also, that the Czar was, about this time, 
indebted for the acquaintance of the celebrated Menzikoff. 
5 This was another adventurer, who had great influence upon 
the fortunes of the empire, who sprung from the very humblest 
origin, and who seemed, like Lefort, to have been guided 
from afar by the finger of Providence to become a fit instru- 
ment to carry out the plans of Peter. The son of miserable 

lo parents upon the banks of the Volga, not even taught to read 
or write, Menzikoff sought his fortune in Moscow, and at the 
age of fourteen became apprentice to a pastry-cook, and earned 
bis living as an itinerant vender of cakes and pies ; these he 
offered about the streets, recommending them in ditties of his 

15 own composing, which he sung in a very sweet voice. While 
engaged in this humble occupation, he happened one day to 
attract the attention of Lefort, who entered into some little 
conversation with him. The Swiss volunteer, who had so 
lately expanded into the general and admiral of Muscovy, 

20 could hardly dream, nor did he live long enough to learn, that 
in that fair-haired, barefooted, sweet-voiced boy, the future 
prince of the empire, general, governor, regent, and almost 
autocrat, stood disguised before him. There really seems 
something inexpressibly romantic in the accidental and strange 

25 manner in which the chief actors in the great drama of Peter's 
career seem to have been selected, and to have received their 
several parts from the great hand of fate. The youthful Men- ^ 
zikoff was presented by Lefort to the Czar, who was pleased 
with his appearance and vivacity, and made him his page, and 

30 soon afterwards his favorite and confidant. At about the 
same time that Peter commenced his model regiment, he had 
also commenced building some vessels at Voronej, with which 
he had already formed the design of sailing down the Don and 

35 conquering Azof, the key to the Black Sea, from the Turks. 
Nothing indicated the true instinct of Peter's genius more 
decidedly than the constancy with which he cultivated a love 
for maritime affairs. He is said in infancy to have had aa 
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almost insane fear of water ; but as there was never any spe- 
cial reason assigned for it, this was probably invented to make 
his naval progress appear more remarkable. At all events, he 
seems very soon to have conquered his hydrophobia, and in 
his boyhood appears to have found his chief amusement in 5 
paddling about the river Yausa, which passes through Moscow, 
in a little skiff built by a Dutchman, which had attracted his 
attention as being capable, unlike the flat-bottomed scows, 
which were the only boats with which he had been previously 
familiar, of sailing against the wind. Having solved the lo 
mystery of the keel, he became passionately fond of the sport ; 
and, not satisfied with the navigation of the Yausa, nor of the 
lake Peipus, upon which he amused himself for a time, he 
could not rest till he had proceeded to Archangel, where he 
purchased and manned a vessel, in which he took a cruise or 15 
two upon the Frozen Ocean as far as Ponoi, upon the coast of 
Lapland. 

Peter understood thoroughly the position of his empire the 
moment he came to the throne. Previous Ozars had issued a 
multiplicity of edicts forbidding their subjects to go out of the so 
empire. Peter saw that the great trouble was that they could 
not get out. Both the natural gates of his realm were locked 
upon him, and the keys were in the hands of his enemies. 
When we look at the map of Russia now, we do not sufficiently 
appreciate the difficulties of Peter's position at his accession. 25 
To do so is to appreciate his genius and the strength of his 
will. While paddling in his little skiff on the Yausa, he had 
already determined that this great inland empire of his, whose 
inhabitants had never seen or heard of the ocean, should be- 
come a maritime power. He saw that, without seaports, it 30 
could never be redeemed from its barbarism ; and he was re- 
solved to exchange its mongrel Orientalism for European civil- 
ization. Accordingly, before he had been within five hundred 
miles of blue water, he made himself a sailor, and at the same 



4. Hydrophobia. A word derived from the Greek hudor^ water, and 
photms, fear. Victims of the bite of a mad dog are thrown into violent con- 
vulsions at the mere sight of water. 
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time formed the plan, which he pursued with iron pertinacity 
to its completion, of conquering the Baltic from the Swede 
and the Euxine from the Turk. Fully to see and appreciate 
the necessity of this measure was, in the young, neglected bar- 
5 barian prince, a great indication of genius ; but the resolution 
to set about and accomplish this mighty scheme in the face of 
ten thousand obstacles constituted him a hero. He was, in 
fact, one of those few characters whose existence has had a 
considerable influence upon history. If he had not lived, 

lo Russia would very probably have been at the present moment 
one great Wallachia or Moldavia — a vast wilderness, peopled 
by the same imcouth barbarians who even now constitute the 
mass of its population, and governed by a struggling, brawl- 
ing, confused mob of unlettered boyards, knavish priests, and 

15 cut-throat Strelitzes. 

It was not so trifling a task as it may now appear for Russia 
to conquer Sweden and the Sublime Porte. On the contrary, 
Sweden was so vastly superior in the scale of civilization, and 
her brave and disciplined troops, trained for nearly a century 

20 upon the renowned battle-fields of Europe, with a young mon- 
arch at their head who was passionately fond of war, gave her 
such a decided military preponderance, that she looked upon 
Russia with contempt. The Ottoman Empire, too, was at that 
time not the rickety, decrepit state which it now is, holding 

25 itself up, like the cabman's horse, only by being kept in the 

2. Baltic. Sweden, under the rule of Gustavus Adolphus in the seven 
teenth century, had got possession of a strip of countiy running all around 
the Baltic Sea, thus converting it into a sort of Swedish lake. 

3. Euxine. The Black Sea. Through the Baltic and the Black seas 
were Russia's only roads to the outer ocean except to the frozen north. A 
glance at the map will make Peter's plans perfectly clear to the student 

11. Wallachia or Moldavia. Two contiguous countries between Hun- 
garv and the Black Sea, now called Roumania. This country is much more 
hignly civilized now than in Motley's day, owing to the untiring efforts of 
its queen, " Carmen Sylva." 

20. Toung^ monarch. Charles XII. In character the two monarchs 
formed a strong contrast : both were of unusual ability and power, but Peter, 
though passionate and of irregular life, was in his political actions governed 
by reason and calm reflection. Charles, in his private life passionless and of 
rigid morality, was under the control of passion and senseless obstinacy in 
all public relations. The steady purpose of Peter, who civilized his subjects 
by force, made Russia one of the great powers of Europe, while Charles's 
blind obstinacy caused the decline of Sweden's power. 

23. Ottoman Bmpire. Turkey. 
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shafts, and ready to drop the first moment its foreign master 
stops whipping ; on the contrary, in the very year in which 
Peter inherited the empire from his brother Theodore, two 
hundred thousand Turks besieged Vienna, and drove the Em- 
peror Leopold in dismay from his capital. Although the 5 
downfall of the Porte may be dated from the result of that 
memorable campaign, yet the Sultan was then a vastly more 
powerful potentate than the Czar, and the project to snatch 
from him the citadel of Azof, the key of the Black Sea, was 
one of unparalleled audacity. lo 

But Peter had already matured the project, and was deter- 
mined to execute it. He required seaports, and having none, 
he determined to seize those of his neighbors. Like the ^^ king 
of Bohemia with his seven castles," he was the ** most unfortu- 
nate man in the world, because, having the greatest passion 15 
for navigation and all sorts of sea affairs, he had never a sea- 
port in all his dominions." Without stopping, however, like 
Corporal Trim, to argue the point in casuistry, whether — 

2. 1683. 

5. lieopold. Emperor of Germany, had treated his Hungarian subjects 
so despotically that they had solicited aid from their neighbors the Turks. 
The rebellious Hungarians, with an allied army of 200,000 Turlcs, besieged 
Vienna, and would have taken it, had not John Sobieski, King of Poland, 
come to'the rescue. With his aid the emperor overthrew the allied Turks 
and Hungarians. 

9. The Citadel of Azof. Azof is situated at the mouth of the river 
Don, at the heail of the sea of Azof, which is connected with the Black Sea. 

14. King: of Bohemia. See Sterne's Tristram Shandy, Vol. VHI, p. 81, 
1st ed. Corporal Trim, Uncle Toby's servant and friend, starts to tell a story 
about the king of Bohemia and his seven castles, but Uncle Toby interrupts 
him so continually that the story-telling is relinquished before ft has fairly 
begun. " ' The king of Bohemia, an' please your honor,' replied the corpoml, 

* was unfortunate as thus— that taking great delight in navigation and all 
sort of sea affaira— and there happening throughout the whole kingdom of 
Bohemia to be no seaport whatever—' How the deuce should there. Trim ? ' 
cried my Uncle Toby ; * for Bohemia being totally inland it could have 
happened no otherwise.—' ' It might,' said Trim, ' if it had pleased God—' 

• I believe not,' replied my Uncle Toby, ' for being inland, Bohemia could 
not have been propelled to the sea; nor could the sea, on the other hand, 
have come up to Bohemia without overflowing a great part of Germany and 
destroying millions of unfortunate inhabitants who could make no defense 
against it—' ' Scandalous I ' cried Trim. '— Which would bespeak,' added 
Uncle Tobjr, mildly, ' such a want of compassion in Him who is the father 
of it that, I think. Trim, the thing could have happened.no way.' The 
corporal made the bow of unfeigned conviction, and went on : * I^Tow, the 
king of Bohemia, with his queen and courtiers, tiaimening one fine sum- 
mer's evening to walk out—' * Aye, there the word happening is right. 
Trim,' '* cried my Uncle Toby. Corporal Trim did not carry the story on 
beyond this point, and the world has ever since been curious as to the actual 
fate of the king of Bohemia, his courtiers, and the seven castles. 
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Russia, like Bohemia, being an inland country — it would be 
consistent with divine benevolence for the ocean to inundate 
his neighbor's territory in order to accommodate him, he ttJok 
a more expeditious method. Preferring to go to the ocean, 
5 rather than wait for the ocean to come to him, in 1695 he 
sailed down the Don with his vessels, and struck his first blow 
at Azof. His campaign was unsuccessful, through the 
treachery and desertion of an artillery officer named Jacob ; 
but as the Czar through life possessed the happy faculty of 

lo never knowing when he was beaten, he renewed his attack the 
next year, and carried the place with the most brilliant suc- 
cess. The key of the Palus Maeotis was thus in his hands, and 
he returned in triumph to Moscow, where he levied large sums 
upon the nobility and clergy, to build and sustain a fleet upon 

15 the waters he had conquered, to drive the Tartars from the 
Crimea, and to open and sustain a communication with Persia 
through Circassia and Georgia. 

Thus the first point was gained, and his foot at last touched 
the ocean. Moreover, the Tartars of the Crimea, wiio had 

20 been from time immemorial the pest of Russia — a horde of 
savages, '* who said their prayers but once a year, and then 
to a dead horse," and who had yet compelled the Muscovites 
to pay them an annual tribute, and had inserted in their last 
articles of peace the ignominious conditions that "the Czar 

25 should hold the stirrup of their khan, and feed his horse with 

oats out of his cap, if they should chance at any time to meet," 

— these savages were humbled at a blow, and scourged into 

insignificance by the master hand of Peter. 

A year or two before the capture of Azof, Peter had repudi- 

12. Paltifl Maeotis. The Sea of Azof . 

15 Tartars. The wild native tribes of southern Russia north of the 
Black Sea. The name is derived from Tartary, the ancient name of a flour- 
ishing? empire. 

16. Crimea. A Russian peninsula between the Sea of Azof and the 
Black Sea. It was the theater of war in 1853-55 between Russia and Turkey; 
the latter assisted hy England. France, and Sardinia. After the defeats of 
the Russians at Alma, Balaclava, and the taking of Sebastopol the war 
ended by the peace of Paris, March 30, 1856. 

17. Circassia and Georgia. Two countries situated in the neck between 
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. 

22. The Muscovites. The Russians. 
25. Khan. King. 
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ated his wife. Various pretexts, suph as infidelity and jeal- 
ousy, have been assigned for the step— among others, the en- 
mity of Menzikoff, whom she had incensed by the accusation 
that he had taken her husband to visit lewd women who had 
formerly been his customers for pies ; but the real reason was, 5 
that, like every one else connected with the great reformer, 
she opposed herself with the most besotted bigotry to all his 
plans. She was under the influence of the priests, and the 
priests, of course, opposed him. Unfortunately, the Czar left 
his son Alexis in the charge of the mother — a mistake which, lo 
as we shall see, occasioned infinite dis&ster. 

Peter, having secured himself a seaport, sent a number of 
young Russians to study the arts of civilized life in Holland, 
Italy, and Germany ; but being convinced that he must do 
everything for himself, and set the example to his subjects, he i5 
resolved to descend from his throne, and go to Holland to per- 
fect himself in the arts, and particularly to acquire a thorough 
practical knowledge of maritime affairs. 

Having been hitherto unrepresented in any European court, 
he fitted out a splendid embassy extraordinary to the States- 20 
general of Holland — Lefort, Golownin, Voristzin, and Menzi- 
koff being the plenipotentiaries, while the Czar accompanied 
them incognito as attachi to the mission. The embassy pro- 
ceeds through Esthonia and Livonia, visits Riga — where the 
Swedish governor, D'Alberg, refuses permission to visit the 25 
fortifications, an indignity which Peter resolves to punish 
severely — and, proceeding through Prussia, is received with 
great pomp by the king at KSnigsberg. Here the Germans 
and the Russians, "most potent in potting," meet each other 
with exuberant demonstrations of friendship, and there is 30 
much carousing and hard drinking. At this place Peter leaves 



20. States-g^eneral of Holland. The legislative assembly of Holland, 
composed of two chambers, is called the states-general ; a general meeting 
of the estates of the country. 

3t. fiHthonia and liivOnia. Two provinces on the Baltic belonging at 
that time to Sweden. Riga is the capital of Livonia. 

•£A. Kiinigfsberg, the kiiufa mount. The capital of Pniasia proper. 

29. **llIost potent in potting." "I learned it in England, whero, in- 
deed, they are most potent in potting.** (lagu, in Ot?iello,Jl. 8.) 
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the embassy, travels privately and with great rapidity to Hol- 
land, and never rests till he has established himself as a jour- 
neyman in the dockyard of Mynheer Calf. From a seafaring 
man named Kist, whom he had known in Archangel, he hires 
5 lodgings, consisting of a small room and kitchen, and a garret 
above them, and immediately commences a laborious and 
practical devotion to the trade which he had determined to 
acquire. The Czar soon became a most accomplished ship- 
builder. His first essay was upon a small yacht which he 

10 purchased and refitted u^on his arrival, and in which he spent 
all his leisure moments, sailing about in the harbor, visiting 
the vessels in port, and astonishing the phlegmatic Dutchmen 
by the agility with which he flew about among the shipping. 
Before his departure, he laid down and built, from his own 

15 draught and model, a sixty-gun ship, at much of the carpentry 
of which he worked with his own hands, and which was de- 
clared by many competent judges to be an admirable specimen 
of naval architecture. 
But besides his proficiency so rapidly acquired in all mari- 

20 time matters, he made considerable progress in civil engineer- 
ing, mathematics, and the science of fortification, besides 
completely mastering the Dutch language, and acquiring the 
miscellaneous accomplishments of tooth-drawing, blood-letting, 
and tapping for the dropsy. He was indefatigable in visiting 

25 every public institution, charitable, literary, or scientific, in 
examining the manufacturing establishments, the corn-mills, 
saw-mills, paper-mills, oil-factories, all of which he studied 
practically, with the view of immediately introducing these 
branches of industry into his own dominions ; and before leav- 

30 ing Holland, he spent some time at Texel, solely for the pur- 
pose of examining the whale-ships, and qualifying himself to 
instruct his subjects in this pursuit after his return. ** Wat 
is dat f Dot toil ik zieriy^^ was his frequent exclamation to the 
quiet Hollanders, who looked with profound astonishment at 

35 this boisterous foreign prince, in carpenter's disguise, flying 

30. Texel. A Dutch island in the North Seft, It is now used as a Uftval 
station. 

'di. " What is that ? I must see tUtU," 
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round like a harlequin, swinging his stick over the Ixacks of 
those who stood in his way, making strange grimaces, and 
rushing from one object to another with a restless activity of 
body and mind which seemed incomprehensible. He devoured 
every possible morsel of knowledge with unexampled voracity ; 5 
but the sequel proved that his mind had an ostrich-like diges- 
tion as well as appetite. The seeds which he collected in Hol- 
land, Germany, and England bore a rich harvest in the 
Scythian wildernesses, where his hand planted them on his 
return. Having spent about nine months in the Netherlands, 10 
he left that country for England. 

His purpose in visiting England was principally to examine 
her navy-yards, dockyards, and maritime establishments, and 
to acquire some practical knowledge of English naval architec- 
ture. He did not design to work in the dockyards, but he 15 
preserved his incognito^ although received with great attention 
by King William, who furthered all his plans to the utmost, 
and deputed the Marquis of Oaermarthen, with whom the Czar 
became very intimate, to minister to all his wants during his 
residence in England. He was first lodged in York Buildings ; ao 
but afterwards, in order to be near the sea, he took possession 
of a house called Sayes Court, belonging to the celebrated John 
Evelyn, ** with a back-door into the king's yard, at Deptford ;" 
there, says an old writer, ** he would often take up the carpen- 
ter's tools and work with them ; and he frequently conversed 25 
with the builders, who showed him their draughts, and the 
method of laying down by proportion any ship or vessel." 

It is amusing to observe the contempt with which the ser- 
vant of the gentle, pastoral Evelyn writes to his master con- 

9. Scythian wildernesses. Scythia was the ancient Greek name for 
the territory north and east of the Black, Caspian, and Aral Seas. 

22. John Eveyln (1620-1706). An English author and ^ntleman, eminent 
for his accompHshmenta, public services, and honorable life. In 1664 he pub- 
lished his popular work " Sylva, or a discourse on Forest- trees," which 
widely diffusM a taste for rural occupations and fcave an effectual impulse 
to the propagration of timber. Evelyn ^s most famous work, however, and 
the work by which he will always be remembered is his diary. It is from 
this and^rom Pepys's diary that modem historians have got a great deal of 
information about the ordinary life of a London gentleman of the seven- 
teenth century. 

23. King's yard. The king's dockyard. 
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ceming his imperial tenant, and the depredations and desecra- 
tions committed upon his **most boscaresque grounds." 
** There is a house full of people,'' he says, *' right nasty. The 
Czar lies next your library, and dines in the parlor next your 
5 study. He dines at ten o'cloclj, and six at night ; is very sel- 
dom at home a whole day ; very often in the king's yard, or 
by water, dressed in several dresses. The best parlor is pretty 
clean for the king to be entertained in." Moreover, in the 
garden at Sayes Court there was, to use Evelyn's own lan- 

loguage, **a glorious and refreshing object, an impregnable 
hedge of about four hundred feet in length, nine feet high, 
and five feet in diameter, at any time of the year glittering 
with its armed and variegated leaves ; the taller standards, 
at orderly distances, blushing with their natural coral ; " and 

15 through this *' glorious and refreshing object" the Czar 
amused himself by trundling a wheelbarrow every morning, 
for the sake of the exercise ! 

He visited the hospitals, and examined most of the public 
institutions in England ; and particularly directed his atten- 

20 tion towards acquiring information in engineering, and collect- 
ing a body of skillful engineers and artificers to carry on the 
great project which he had already matured, of opening an 
artificial communication, by locks and canals, between the 
Volga, the Don, and the Caspian — a design, by the way, which 

25 was denounced by the clergy and nobility of his empire ** as a 
piece of impiety, being to turn the streams one way which 
Providence had directed another." His evenings were gener- 
ally speut with the Marquis Caermarthen^ with pipes, beer, 
and brandy, at a tavern near Tower Hill, which is still called 

30 the ** Czar of Muscovy." 

During his stay in England he went to see the University of 



2. Boscaresque. A very rare word of uncertain etymology. It means 
picturesc^ue with sylvan scenery. 

11. This hedge was of holly and was planted by Evelyn's own hand. 

17. Entry in Evelyn's diary for June 9, 1689 : "I went to Deptford to see 
how miserably the Czar had left my house after three months making it 
his court. I got Sir Christopher Wren, the king's surveyor, and Mr. Loudon, 
his gardener, to go and estimate the repairs, for which they allowed £150 in 
their report to the Lords of the Treasury." 
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Oxford, and visited many of the cathedrals and churches, and 
"had also the curiosity to view the Quakers and other dis- 
senters at their meeting-houses in the time of service." In this 
connection it is impossible not to quote the egregiously foolish 
remarks of Bishop Burnet in his '* History of his Own Times" 5 
(vol. ii., pp. 221, 222). 

'*I waited upon him often," says the bishop, "and was 
ordered, both by the king and the archbishop, to attend upon 
him and to offer him such information as to our religion and 
constitution as he might be willing to receive. I had good lo 
interpreters, so I had much free discourse with him. He is a 
man of a very hot temper, soon influenced, and very brutal in 
his passion ; he raises his natural heat by drinking much 
brandy, which he rectifies himself with great application ; he 
is subject to convulsive motions all over his body, and his head 15 
seems to be affected with these. He wants not capacity, and 
has a larger measure of knowledge than might be expected 
from his education, which was very indifferent ; a want of 
judgment, with an instability of temper, appears in him but 
too often and' too evidently. • He is mechanically turned, and 20 
seems designed by nature rather to he a ship-cai^enter than a 
great prince. This was his chief study and exercise while he 
stayed here ; he wrought much with his own hands, and made 
all about him work at the models of ships. He told me he 
designed a great fleet at Azof, and with it to attack the Turk- 25 
ish Empire ; but he did not seem capable of conducting so 
great a design, though his conduct in his wars since this has 
discovered a greater genius in him than appeared at that time. 
He was desirous to understand our doctrine, but he did not 
seem disposed to mend matters in JkRiscovy. He was, indeed, 30 
resolved to encourage learning and to polish his people by 
sending some of them to travel in other countries, and to draw 
strangers to come and live among them. He seemed appre- 
hensive still of his sister's intrigues. There is a mixture both 
of passion and severity in his temper. He is resolute, but 35 
understands little of war, and seemed not at all inquisitive in 
that way. After I had seen him often, and had conversed 
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much with him, I could not but adore the depth of the provi- 
dence of God, that had raised up such a furious man to so 
absolute an authority over so great a part of the world." 
The complacency with which the prelate speaks of this 
5 *' furious man," ^'designed by nature rather to be a ship-car- 
penter than a great prince," who "did not seem disposed to 
mend matters in Muscovy," is excessively ludicrous. Here 
was a youth of twenty-five, who had seen with a glance the 
absolute necessity of opening for his empire a pathway to the 

10 ocean, and had secured that pathway by a blow ; and who 
now, revolving in his mind the most daring schemes of con- 
quest over martial neighbors, and vast projects of internal 
improvement for his domains, had gone forth in mask and 
domino from his barbarous citadel, not for a holiday past- 

15 time, but to acquire the arts of war and peace, and, like a 
modern Cadmus, to transplant from older regions the seeds of 
civilization to the barbarous wildernesses of his realm ; — here 
was a crowned monarch, bom in the purple, and in the very 
heyday of his youth, exchanging his diadem and scepter for 

20 the tools of a shipwright ; while, at the same time, in his 
capacious brain his vast future lay as clearly imaged, and his 
great projects already to his imagination appeared as palpable 
as, long years afterwards, when completed, they became to 
the observation of the world ; — and yet, upon the whole, the 

25 churchman thought him "not disposed to mend matters in 
Muscovy," and " rather fitted by nature to be a ship-carpenter 
than a great prince " ! 

The Czar, before his departure from England, engaged a 
large number of scientific persons, at the head of whom was 

30 Ferguson the engineer, to accompany him to Russia, to be 
employed upon the various works of internal improvement 

16. In Greek mythology Cadmus being sent by his father to find his sister, 
who had been carried off by Jupiter, was ashamed to return to PboBnicia. 
his native land, without her. Consequently he wandered away to Boeotia 
and founded the city of Thebes, thus bringing to Greece the civilization and 
learning of Phoenicia. This myth typifies the fact that Greece derived her 
civilization and her arts from the East. 

18. Born ill tlie purple. Puri)le was the royal color among the 
Romans, and only the very highest dignitaries of the state were permitted 
to wear it. 
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already projected. To all these persons he promised liberal 
salaries, which were never paid, and perfect liberty to depart 
when they chose, **with crowns for convoy put into their 
purse ; " although in the sequel the poor fellows never got a 
ruble for their pains, and those who escaped assassination by 5 
some jealous Russian or other, and were able to find their way 
** bootless home, and weather-beaten back," after a few profit- 
less years spent upon the Czar's sluices and bridges, Were to 
be considered fortunate. 

One of the disadvantages, we suppose, of one man owning lo 
a whole quarter of the globe and all its inhabitants is a ten- 
dency to think lightly of human obligations. It is useless to 
occupy one's mind with engagements that no human power can 
enforce. The artificers, being there, might accomplish their 
part of the Czar's mission to civilize, or at least European- 15 
ize, Russia. This was matter of consequence to the world ; 
their salaries were of no importance to anybody but them- 
selves. It is odd that these persons were the first to intro- 
duce into Russia the science of reckoning by Arabic numerals, 
accounts having been formerly kept (and, indeed, being still 20 
kept by all shopkeepers and retail dealers) by means of balls 
upon a string, as billiards are marked in America. For the 
Czar to have introduced an improved method of account- 
keeping by means of the very men with whom he intended to 
keep no account at all seems a superfluous piece of irony ; but 25 
so it was. He had, however, a nicer notion of what was due 
from one potentate to another ; for, upon taking his departure 
from England, he took from his breeches pocket a ruby 
wrapped in brawn paper, worth about £10,000, and presented 
it to King William. He also, in return for the agreeable hours 3^ 
passed with Lord Caermartlien at the '*Czar of Muscovy" 
upon Tower Hill, presented that nobleman with the right to 
license every hogshead of tobacco exported to Russia by an 
English company, who liad paid him £15,000 for the monopoly, 
and to charge five sliillin.ii:s for each license. 3= 



5. Ruble. A Russian coin equal to about seventy-seven cents of our 
money. 
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Upon his return through Vienna, where he was entertained 
with great pomp, he received news of an insurrection which 
had broken out in Moscow, but which had already been sup- 
pressed by the energy of General Patrick Gordon. This news 

5 induced him to give up his intended visit to Italy, and to 
hasten back to his capital. He found, upon his arrival, that 
the Strelitzes, who, instigated of course by the Princess 
Sophia, were the authors of the revolt, had been defeated, and 
the ringleaders imprisoned. He immediately hung up three 

10 or four of them in front of Sophia's window, had half a dozen 
more hanged and quartered, and a few more broken upon the 
wheel. Under the circumstances, this was quite as little as a 
Czar who respected himself, and who purposed to remain 
Czar, could have done by way of retaliation upon a body of 

15 men so dangerous as these Strelitzes. 

It. is not singular, however, that at that day, when the Czax 
of Muscovy was looked upon by western Europeans as an 
ogre who habitually breakfasted upon his subjects, these ex- 
amples of wholesome severity were magnified into the most 

2o improbable fables. Korb, the secretary of the Austrian lega- 
tion at Moscow, entertained his sovereign with minute details 
of several banquets given by Peter to the nobility and diplo- 
matic corps, at every one of which several dozen Strelitzes were 
decapitated in the dining-room. He tells of one select dinner- 

25 party in particular, in which the Czar chopped off the heads 
of twenty with his own hands, wiashing down each head with 
a bumper of brandy, and then obliging Lefort, and several of 
the judges, and some of the foreign ministers, to try their 
hand at the sport. In short, if we could believe contemporary 

30 writers, the Strelitzes were kept in preserves like pheasants, 
and a grand battue was given once a week by the Czar to his 

4. General Patrick Gordon (1685-1699). A Scotch officer who had 
obtained the favor of Peter the Great. He becaine commander-in-chief of 
<be Russian army. 

11. Broken on the Wheel. A punishment in vo^ue during? the middle ■ 
ages. The victim was bound fast to a wlieel and tLeu * broken'* with 
heavy clubs. 

"il. Battne. A sporting? term. In ahtittue the covci-a are "beaten" bv 
keepers so that all the game is gathered together Id one place so that it can 
easily be shot. The word is derived from the French hattrty to beat. 
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particular friends, in which he who bagged the most game 
was sure to recommend himself most to the autocrat. If we 
were to rely upon the general tone of contemporary history, 
or to place any credence in circumstantial and statistical de- 
tails of persons having facts within their reach, we should 5 
believe that there never was so much fun in Moscow as while 
these Strelitzes lasted. Residents there stated that two thou- 
sand of them were executed in all, including those made away 
with by the Czar and the dilettanti. 

Perhaps our readers may think that we are exaggerating. lo 
We can assure them that the flippancy is not ours, but his- 
tory's. We should have dwelt less upon the topic, had not 
our friend the Marquis de Custine reproduced some of these 
fables with such imperturable gravity. 

At all events, the Strelitzes were entirely crushed by these 15 
vigorous measures ; and from cutting off the heads of the 
Strelitzes, the Czar now found leisure to cut oiff the petticoats 
and beards of his subjects. The great cause of complaint 
which De Custine makes against Peter is, that he sought to 
improve his country by importing the seeds of civilization 20 
from the older countries of western Europe. He would have 
preferred to have had the Russians, being a Sclavonic race, 
civilized, as it were, Sclavonically. What this processs is, and 
where it has been successfully put into operation, he does not 
inform us. As we read the history of the world, it seems to 25 
us that the arts have circled the earth, successively implant- 
ing themselves in different countries at different epochs, and 
producing different varieties of intellectual, moral, and physi- 
cal fruit, corresponding to the myriad influences exercised 
upon the seed. At all events, if Peter made a mistake in im- 3c' 
porting the germs of ancient culture from more favored 
lands, it was a mistake he made in common with Cadmus, and 
Cecrops, and Theseus, and other semi-fabulous personages — 

9. Dilettanti. A dilettante is an amateur dabbler in any art or science. 

18. Marquis de Custine. A writer and traveler of some celebrity. 
Tbe book in whicdi he describes Peter's treatment of the Strelitzes is R^tssia 
in 1889. 

32. Cadmus and Cecrops and Theseus. Cadmus was the legendary 
founder of Thebes, Cecrops was the founder of Atiiens, and Theseus a 
great hero of Attica and king of Athens. 
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with Solon, and Lycurgus, and Pythagoras, in less crepuscular 
times. 

Right or wrong, however, Peter was determined to Occi 
dentalize his empire. The darling wish of his heart was to 
5 place himself upon the sea-shore, in order the more easily to 
Europeanize his country. In the meantime, and while await- 
ing a good opportunity for the '*reannexation" of Ingria, 
Esthonia, and Livonia, provinces which had several centuries 
before belonged to the Russian crown, but had been ceded to 

10 and possessed by Sweden for ages, he began to denationalize 
his subjects by putting a tax upon their beards and their 
petticoats. Strange to say, his subjects were so much more 
patriotic than their master that the tax became very produc- 
tive. Peter increased his revenue, but could not diminish the 

15 beards or petticoats. He was obliged to resort to force ; and 
by "entertaining a score or two of tailors" and barbers at 
each gate of Moscow, whose business it was to fasten upon 
every man who entered, and to **cut his petticoats all round 
about," as well as his whiskers, he at last succeeded in human - 

2oizing their costume — a process highly offensive, and which 
caused the clergy, who naturally favored the Russian nation- 
ality upon which they were fattened, to denounce him as 
Antichrist. At the same time, he altered the commencement 
of the year from the 1st of September to the 1st of January, 

25 much to the astonishment of his subjects, who wondered that 
the Czar could change the course of the sun. He also insti- 
tuted assemblies for the encouragement of social intercourse 
between the sexes. But his most important undertakings 
were the building, under his immediate superintendence, as- 

30 sisted by the English officers whom he had brought with him, 



1. Solon and I«ycurgrag and Pythagforas. Solon and LycurgUBwere 
ereat Athenian and Spartan lawgivers. Pyihagoras was one of the most 
famous philosophers of antiquity. He lived about 580 B.C. 

1. Crepascular times. Crepuscular means *' pertaining to twilight*' 
In this connection It means times before the dawn of nistory. 

3. Occldentalis*. To make his country like western Europssn coun- 
tries. 

12. Petticoats. The Russian dress of Peter^s time was a long frock 
which reached below the knees. 

23. Antichrist. See note, p 35. 
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of a large fleet upon the Don, and the junction of that river 
with the Volga. About this time he met with an irreparable 
loss in the death of Lefort, who perished at the early age of 
forty-six. Peter was profoundly affected by this event, and 
honored his remains with magnificent obsequies. 5 

Both coasts of the Gulf of Finland, together with both 
banks of the River Neva, up to the Lake Ladoga, had been 
long, and were still, in possession of the Swedes. These frozen 
morasses were not a tempting site for a metropolis, certainly ; 
particularly when they happened to be in the possession of the lo 
most warlike nation of Europe, governed by the bravest 
monarch, as the sequel proved, that had ever sat upon its 
throne. Still, Peter had determined to take possession of that 
coast, and already in imagination had built his capital upon 
those dreary solitudes, peopled only by the elk, the wolf, and the 15 
bear. This man, more than any one, perhaps, that ever lived, 
was an illustration of the power of volition. He always set- 
tled in his own mind exactly what he wanted, and then put 
on his wishiug-cap. With him to will was to have. Obsta- 
cles he took as a matter of course. It never seemed to occur 20 
to him to doubt the accomplishment of his purpose. For our 
own part, we do not admire the capital which he built, nor 
the place he selected ; both are mistakes, in our humble 
opinion, as time will prove and is proving. But it is impossi- 
ble not to admire such a masterly effort of human volition as 25 
the erection of Petersburg. 

In the year 1700 was formed the alliance between Augustus 
the Strong, Elector of Saxony and King of Poland, the King 
of Denmark, and the Czar Peter, against Charles the Twelfth, 
King of Sweden, then a boy of eighteen, of whose character 30 
nothing was known, and who, it was thought probable, might 
be bullied. The Czar, as we know, desired Ingria and Carelia. 
Augustus wished to regain Esthonia and Livonia, ceded by 
Poland to Charles the Eleventh of Sweden ; and Denmark 



11. The bravest. Monsircli. Charles XII. of Sweden. 

82. iiif^riii aiui cjareiia,. T\mi proviuces io tbe extreme nortbw^t of 
Hussia at tbat time belougiug to Swedeo. 
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wished to recover Holstein and Schleswig. It soon appeared 
that the allied sovereigns had got hold of the wrong man. 
Charles the Twelfth, to the astonishment of his own court no 
less than of his enemies, in one instant blazed forth a hero. 
5 He *' smote the sledded Polack," to begin with ; then defeated 
the Danes ; and having thus dispatched his two most formid- 
able enemies in appearance, he was at leisure to devote his 
whole attention to the Czar, whom, however, he treated with 
the contempt which a thorough-bred soldier at the head of 

10 tried and disciplined troops naturally felt for the barbarous 
autocrat of barbarous hordes. 

Peter, however, who knew nothing of war but in theory, 
with the exception of his maiden campaign of Azof, went 
manfully forward to the encounter. He invaded Ingria at 

15 the head of sixty thousand men ; and wishing, like Andrew 
Aguecheek, to '*keep on the windy side of the law," and to 
save appearances, he defended his invasion by the ludicrous 
pretext that his ambassadors had been charged exorbitant 
prices for provisions on their tour through the Swedish prov- 

20 inces to Holland, and that he himself had been denied a sight 
of the citadel at Riga. Not that he wanted Riga himself, or 
Ingria, or Livonia — **0h no, not at all" — but the prepos- 
terous charges made by the butchers and bakers of Ingria 
were insults which could only be washed out in blood. On 

25 the 20th of September he laid siege to Narva, a strongly 
fortified town on the river Narowa. On the 19th of Novem- 
ber, Charles the Twelfth fell upon Peter's army, during a tre- 
mendous snow-storm, which blew directly in their teeth, and 
with nine thousand soldiers completely routed and cut to 

30 pieces or captured about sixty thousand Russians. Never was 
a more ignominious defeat. The Russians were slaughtered 
like sheep, and their long petticoats prevented the survivors 

6. Smote the sledded Polack. See note, p. 9. 

6. Defeated the Dane;*, (.'harles XII. suddenly attack ''d Copenhagen 
and extorted from the Danes a promise to abstain from all hostilities. 

15. Sir Andrew Af^uecheek. A lieUsrbtful simpleton in Shakespeare's 
Tw*ilfth Night. '• To this Ftraight hr^ired country squire life consists only 
in eating and drinking; eating beef, he himself fears, has done harm to 
his wit.** Sir Andrew Is a fool troubled with an uneasy consciousness of 
bis folly which produces a most edifying meekness and docilty. 
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from running away half as fast as they wished. The conse- 
quence was that, according to the Swedish accounts, the 
prisoners four times outnumbered the whole Swedish army. 

One would have thought that this would have settled the 
Czar for a little while, and kept him quiet and reasonable. It S 
did so. He preserved the most imperturbable sang-froid after 
his return to Moscow, and devoted himself with more zeal 
than ever to the junction of the Baltic and the Euxine, just at 
the moment when the former seemed farthest from him, and 
when a common man would have been '^qualmish at the lo 
name " of Baltic. At the same time, reversing the common- 
place doctrine, he continues in war to prepare for peace ; — 
with one hand importing sheep from Saxony, erecting linen 
and paper factories, building hospitals and founding schools ; 
while with the other he melts all the church and convent bells 15 
in Moscow into cannon, and makes every preparation for a 
vigorous campaign the ensuing season. He had not the slight- 
est suspicion that he was beaten. He was, in fact, one of 
those intellectual Titans who never feel their strength till they 
have been fairly struck to the earth. " I know very well," he 20 
says in his journal, *' that the Swedes will have the advantage 
of us for a considerable time ; but they will teach us at length 
to beat them." And at a later period he says : *^If we had 
obtained a victory over the Swedes at Narva, being, as we 
were, so little instructed in the arts of war and policy, into 25 
what an abyss might not this good fortune have sunk us ! On 
the contrary, the success of the Swedes cost them very dear 
afterwards at Pultowa." 

In the following spring his troops obtained some trifling suc- 
cesses, and General Scherematoff made the memorable cap- 3 3 
ture of Marienburg, in Livonia — memorable not so much from 
a military point of view as on account of a young and pretty 
livonian girl, who was captured with the town. This young 



28. Pultowa. At the battle of Pultowa, in 1709, Peter completely de- 
feated the Swedes, and destroyed at one blow the ascendency of Sweden. 
The Swedish army was broken up, and a large part of it captured. Charles 
XII. took refuge with the Turks 
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woman, whose Christian name was Martha, without any 
patronymic, or any at least that has been preserved, was born 
near Dorpat, and had been educated by one Dr. Gluck, a 
Lutheran minister at Marienburg, who pronounced her a **pat- 
5 tern of virtue, intelligence, and good conduct." She had been 
married the day before the battle of Marienburg, to a Swedish 
sergeant who fell in the action, and she now found herself 
alone, a friendless, helpless widow and orphan of sixteen, 
exposed without any protector to all the horrors of a be- 

10 sieged and captured town. 

If a writer of fiction, with a brain fertile in extravagant and 
incredible romance, had chosen to describe to us this young 
peasant-girl, weeping, half distracted, among the smoking 
ruins of an obscure provincial town ; and then, after rapidly 

15 shifting a few brilliant and tumultuous scenes in his phantas- 
magoria, had presented to us the same orphan girl as a 
crowned empress, throned upon a quarter of the world, and 
the sole arbitress and autocrat of thirty million of human 
beings ; and all this without any discovery of a concealed 

20 origin, without crime and without witchcraft, with nothing 
supernatural in the machinery, and nothing intricate in the 
plot, — should we not all have smiled at his absurdity ? And 
yet this captive girl became the consort of the Czar Peter, and 
upon his death the Empress of all the Russias ! The Russian 

25 General Bauer saw her, and rescued her from the dangers of 
the siege. She afterwards became the favorite of Menzikoff, 
with whom she lived till 1704 ; when, in the nineteenth year 
of her age, the Czar saw her, was captivated by her beauty^ 
took her into his palace, and afterwards privately, and then 

30 publicly, married her. 

To this memorable epoch belongs the abolition of the patri- 
archal dignity in Russia. Peter, having at a blow destroyed 
the Strelitzes, had long intended to annihilate the ecclesi- 
astical power, the only balance which existed in the coimtry 

35 to the autocracy of the sovereign. The superstition of the 
Russians was, and is, unbounded. Their principal saint was 
Saint Anthony, who, says a quaint old author, *'came all the 
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way from Rome to Novgorod by water on a millstone, sailing 
down the Tiber to Civita Vecchia, from thence passing through 
several seas to the mouth of the Neva, then went up that, and, 
crossing the Lake Ladoga into the Volkhoff, arrived at the 
city before named. Besides this extraordinary voyage, he 5 
wrought several other miracles as soon as he landed, where the 
monastery now stands that is dedicated to him. One was, to 
order a company of fishermen to cast their nets into the sea ; 
which having done, they immediately drew up, with a great 
quantity of fish, a large trunk containing several church orna- ic 
ments, sacred utensils, and priestly vestments for celebrating 
the liturgy ; which the Russians, as well as the Eastern Greeks, 
believe was first performed at Rome in the same manner and 
with the same ceremonies as they themselves use at this time. 
The people tell you, further, that he built himself a little cell, 15 
in which he ended his days. In this place there now stands a 
chapel in which they say he was buried, and that his body 
remains as uncorrupted as at the instant of his death. Over 
the door of the cell the monks show a millstone, which they 
endeavor to make the ignorant people believe is the very same 20 
that the saint sailed upon from Rome, and to which great de- 
votions were once paid, and many offerings made, till the 
time Peter the Great made himself sovereign pontiff." 

To this saint, or to Saint Nicholas, we forget which, letters 
of introduction were alwj^ys addressed by the priests, and 25 
placed in the hands of the dead when laid in their coffins. 
The superstition of the Russians is grosser and more puerile 
than that of any people professing to be Christians. They 
would rather starve than eat pigeons, because the Holy Ghost 
assumed the form of a dove ; they dip their new-born children 30 
into the Neva in January, through holes cut in the ice, directly 
after the ceremony of blessing the water has been concluded 
by the metropolitan ; and it would be an easy but endless task 
to enumerate other similar absurdities. It may be supposed 
that the patriarchal dignity, founded upon superstition so 35 

1. Novi^orod. A Russian city 103 :n. S. S. E. of St. Petersbux^. 
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solid as this, would be a diflBcult power to contend with. It 
was so. The patriarch's power was enormous. He pronounced 
sentence of life and death and torture, without intervention of 
any tribunal. On Palm Sunday, he rode to church upon an 
5 ass "caparisoned in white linen," at the head of a long pro- 
cession of ecclesiastical and civil dignitaries, with a miter upon 
his head, and ** skirts of many colors, three or four ells long," 
borne by a band of young men ; while the Czar walked un- 
covered by his side, holding the bridle of the beast upon his 

ID arm. 

This dignity — ^which had been established by a sort of acci- 
dent in the year 1588, up to which time the Russian Church 
acknowledged the supremacy of the patriarch of Constanti- 
nople—had grown to be very distasteful to Peter. The Church 

15 was the greatest possible enemy to his plans of reformation. 
The bigotry of its opposition to all his projects was insur- 
mountable. Besides, it was very inconvenient that any one 
should have any power, or any rights, except himself. He 
determined to annihilate the oflBce of patriarch, and to place 

20 himself at the head of the Church. We do not find, however, 
that he thought it necessary to go through an apprenticeship 
in this profession, as he had done in others ; but, on the con- 
trary, upon the death of the patriarch Adrian, which happened 
about this time, he simply appointed himaeltpontifex maccimuSy 

11. Russian Church. The national church of Russia is the Qreek 
Church, the church of the countries in the Eastern Roman Empire. The 
estrangement between the Greek and Latin churches, culminating Anally in 
the Great Schism or separation, stands historicaUy in close connection with 
the division of the Roman Empire into an Eastern and a Western Empire, 
in the befirinning: of the fifth century. There gradually arose differences be- 
tween the church dignitaries at Constantinople and at Rome, and finally the 
two churches were permanently separated in ia54: since which time Roman 
Catholics regard the Greeks or Easterns as cut off from the Catholic Church. 
The Greek Church is the dominant form of Christianity in Greece, Cyprus, 
in European Turkey among both Slavs and Greeks, in parts of Austria and 
Hungary, throughout the Russian Empire, and in Roumania. Bulgaria, 
Servia, and Montenegro. The Greek doctrines are in the main those of 
Rome. The highest dignitaries of the Greek Church are now the patriarchs 
of Constaiftinople, Alexandria, and Jerusalem and the Russian Holy Gov 
eming Synod. 

24. Pontifex Maximus. The present title of the Pope. Originally, 
pontifex meant bridge-builder, and was a title given to the more illustrious 
members of the Roman colleges of priests. The word is derived from the 
Latin pons, a bridge, and fa/'io. to make. There were originally five ponti- 
Ices, the president being styled Pontifex Maximus. After the time of 
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and declined nominating any other patriarch. The man who 
had destroyed the Strelitzes, cut off the beards of his subjects, 
and changed the course of the sun, was also strong enough to 
trample the prelate's miter in the dust. He was entirely suc- 
cessful in his contest with the Church. The clergy made but 5 
a feeble resistance. The printing-press, to be sure, which ho 
had Iftrst introduced into Russia, swarmed with libels upon 
him, and denounced him as Antichrist ; but he was defended 
by others of the clergy, " because the number six hundred and 
sixty-six was not found in his name, and he had not the sign lo 
of the beast." 

Before the close of the year 1702, the troops of the Czar had 
driven the Swedes from the Ladoga and the Neva, and had 
taken possession of all the ports in Carelia and Ingria. On 
the 16th of May, without waiting another moment after having 15 
possessed himself of the locality, he begins to build his metrop- 
olis. One hundred thousand miserable workmen are con- 
sumed during the first twelve months, succumbing to the 
rigorous climate and the unhealthy position. But ^Hl faut 

Tiberius, the office and title of Pontifex Mazimus were bestowed as a matter 
of course upon each emperor at his accession. It is supposed that these 
priests were called bridf^-builders because they were charfired with the care 
of the Sublician Bridge in Rome, to which a sacred character was attached: 

"Well has the name of Pontifex been given 
Unto the Church's head, as the chief builder 
And architect of the invisible bridge 
That leads from earth to heaven/' 

Longfellow, Oolden Legend, v. 

4. Miter. A lofty cap with two points, worn on solemn occasions by 
bishops, cardinals, and by abbots of certain monasteries. 

R. Antichrist. The false Christ and enemy of mankind, whose coming is 
prophesied in John ii. 18, iv. 3. has been from time immemorial confused 
with the second beast of the Apocalypse, chap. ziii. On the authority of 
this famous passage, men ever smce the beginning of the Christian era have 
looked for Antichrist among their foes, and have tortured the name of the 
person fixed upon into being of the value 666. As each letter of the Greek 
alphabet has a numerical significance this is not a difficult task. The foUow- 
ingare a few of the thousands of interpretations: Latinus under the Roman 
emperors: Mohammed at the time of the Saracenic successes; Luther at the 
Reformation; Peter the Great: and Bonaparte during the Napoleonic wars. 

The sign of the beast was to be either the beast's name or his number 
marked on the right hand or on the forehead. 

For further information on this subject, consult the Book of Revelations 
and a very curious and Interesting work, " Number and Names of the Apoc- 
alyptic Beasts." hv Dnvid Thorn. 

10. The Sign «»f the beast. "He that hath understanding, let Iimm 
count tlie iinnibf I- of the beast: for it is the number of a man, and his num- 
ber is six hundred and sixty and six.''— Apocalypse xiii. 18* 
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casser des <xufs pour f aire une omelette;^'' — in one year's time 
there are thirty thousand houses in Petersburg ! Never was 
there such a splendid improvisation. Look for a moment at a 
map of Russia, and say if Petersburg was not a magnificent 
b piece of volition — a mistake, certainly, and an extensive one, 
but still a magnificent mistake. Upon a delta, formed b^^ the 
dividing branches of the Neva ; upon a miserable morass half 
under water, without stones, without clay, without earth, 
without wood, without building materials of any kind ; having 

10 behind it the outlet of the Lake Ladoga and its tributary 
swamps, and before it the Gulf of Finland contracting itself 
into a narrow compass, and ready to deluge it with all the 
waters of the Baltic whenever the southwest wind should blow 
a gale eight-and-forty hours ; with a climate of polar severity, 

15 and a soil as barren as an iceberg — was not Petersburg a bold 
impromptu f We never could look at this capital, with its 
imposing though monotonous architecture, its colossal squares, 
its vast colonnades, its endless vistas, its spires and minarets 
sheathed in barbaric gold and flashing in the sun, and re- 

20 member the magical rapidity with which it was built, and the 
hundred thousand lives that were sacrificed in building it, 
without recalling Milton's description of the building of Pan- 
demonium : — 

*' Anon, out of the earth a fabric huge 
25 Rose like an exhalation . . . 

Built like a temple, where pilasters round 

Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave: nor did there want 

Cornice, or frieze with bossy sculptures graven; 
30 The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 

Equaled in all their glories, to enshrine 

Belus or S6rapis, their gods; or seat 

Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 
35 In wealth and luxury. The ascending pile 

Stood fixed her stately height; and straight the doors, 

Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide 

Within, her ample spaces, o'er the smooth 

And level pavement." ' 

1. *' ll^faut casser des oeufs pour faire uue omelette." One must 
break eggs to make an omelet. 
2:2. Pandemouium. '' The high capital of Satan and his peers." 
89 MUton's Paradise Lost, Book I., lines 710-7S0, 
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Within a few months after the foundation of Petersburg 
and Cronstadt, Peter had the pleasure of piloting into his new 
seaport with his own hands a vessel belonging to his old friend 
Cornelius Calf of Saardara. The transfer of the seat of govern- 
inent, by the removal of the Senate from Moscow to Petersburg, 5 
was effected a few years afterwards. Since that time, the 
repudiated Oriental capital of the ancient Czars, the magnifi- 
cent Moscow, with her golden tiara and her Eastern robe, has 
sat, like Hagar in the wilderness, deserted and lonely in all 
her barbarian beauty. Yet even now, in many a backward lo 
look and longing- sigh, she reads plainly enough that she is 
not forgotten by her sovereign ; that she is still at heart pre- 
ferred, and that she will eventually triumph over her usurping 
and artificial rival. 

The building of Petersburg in a year was, however, a mere 15 
aside in the great military drama that was going on. Peter 
founded this city as soon as he had won a place for it ; but 
the war still went on. While the Czar was erecting his capital, 
establishing woolen manufactures, and importing sheep from 
Saxony, Charles the Twelfth was knocking the Elector of 20 
Saxony off the Polish throne, putting Stanislaus Leckzinsky in 
his place, and ravaging all Poland and Saxony. The scenes 
of the great drama which occupied the next few years, but 
which we have no' intention of sketching, opened in Poland, 
and closed on the confines of Turkey. It is a magnificent, 25 
eventful, important drama, a chapter of history which has 
been often written and is familiar to almost every one, and yet 
which would well bear handling again. There is no life of 
Peter which is in all respects satisfactory, which does not par- 
take too much of eulogiiim or censure in its estimation of his 30 
character ; and there is none which develops with sufficient 
accnracy and impartiality, and in a sufficiently striking man- 



2. Cronstadt. A city founded in 1710 by Peter on an island in the Gulf 
of Finland. It was designed to protect the harbor of Petersburg and was 
heavily fortified. 

9. uagar. The servant of Abraham and Sarah. She Incurred the dis- 
pleasure of Sarah and was sent out into the wilderness as a punishment. 
Eventually Abraham took her back into his liousehold. 
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ner, the stirring events of tlie great Northern war. The brill- 
iant drama enacted in the first fifteen yeai's of the present 
century — forming probably the most splendid chapter in the 
military history of the world, and which is still so fresh in the 
5 minds of men — has thrown into comparative oblivion the very 
picturesque and imposing scenes which were displayed in the 
first ^teen years of the eighteenth. And yet what a mag- 
nificent subject for the historical painter ! — what imposing 
personages, what dramatic catastrophes, what sudden and 

10 bewildering reverses, what wild scenery, what Salvator-like 
cMaro-oscuro^ dark Sarmatian forests enveloping the actors in 
mystery and obscurity, with flashes of light breaking upon the 
anxious suspense of Europe, and revealing portentous battles, 
sieges, and hair-breadth escapes; what *' dreadful marches" 

15 through the wilderness ; what pitched combats, upon whose 
doubtful result hinged, as almost never before or since, the 
weal or woe of millions, and in which kings fought sword in 
hand in the hottest of the fight, with their crowns staked upon 
the issue ! 

20 There was always something very exciting to our imagina- 
tion in the characters of the three kings who were the principal 
actors in the Northern war. There seemed to be a strange, 

c fitful, mythical character about the war and the men who 
waged it. The Elector Augustus of Saxony, King of Poland, 

25 with his superhuman and almost fabulous physical strength, 
his personal bravery, his showy, chivalrous character, his 
world-renowned adventures in a gentler field, familiar to pos- 



I. The brilliant drama. The Napoleonic wars of conquest which 
ended at the battle of Waterloo in 1S15. 

10. Salvator Rosa (1615-1673). A famous Italian painter of history, 
landscapes, and battles. He delighted in wild, romantic, and desolate 
scenery. He was a gloomy man, with a morbid and extrayagant imag^ina- 
tion. Buskin says of him: " He saw only what was gross and terrible. . . . 
I see in him, notwithstanding his baseness, the last traces of spiritual life 
in the art of Europe." 

II. Chiaro-oscuro. Derived from the Italian dimro, light, and oscuro^ 
dark. It is a technical term used by painters and engravers to designate 
the distribution of the lighter and darker shades in a painting or engraving. 

1 1 . Sarmatian Forests. Polish forests. Sarmatia was the ancient name 
for E'oland. 

"iX, Three kings. Kings of Poland, Sweden, and Russia. 
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terity through the records of " Za Saxe galante,''^ is a striking 
personage. It is astonishing that such a magnificent Lothario 
should have chosen, for the barren honor of being elected to 
the Polish throne, to exchange the brilliant and voluptuous 
gayety of his own court for **the bloody noses and cracked 5 
crowns " which were passing current in Poland. But it is still 
more astonishing that, having once engaged in the affair, he 
should have cut such a miserable figure in it. . The splendid 
Augustus, Augustus the Strong, Augustus the Gallant, became 
merely the anvil for the sledge-hammers of Charles and Peter. 10 
He made a fool of himself ; he dftgraced himself more than it 
seemed possible for a human being to disgrace himself; he 
humiliated himself more completely, more stupidly, because 
more unnecessarily, than it seemed possible for the greatest 
idiot, as well as the most arrant coward, to humiliate himself. 15 
He lost his crown at the very start ; went down on his knees 
m the dirt to pick it up again ; made a secret treaty with 
Charles, renouncing his alliance with the Czar — deserted his 
ally, with incredible folly, just as the Russians, in conjunction 
with his own troops, were gaining a brilliant victory and enter- 20 
ing Warsaw in triumph ; concealed his shameful negotiation 
from his own generals, while at the same time he wrote a letter 
to Charles apologizing for having gained a victory, and assur- 
ing him that he had intended to have drawn off his troops and 
deserted to the enemy, but that his orders had not been 25 
obeyed ; and then sneaked off to Charles's camp, where, in 
obedience to that monarch's orders, he capped the climax of 
his shame by writing a letter of humble congratulation to 
Stanislaus Leckzinsky for supplanting him upon his own 

1 . ** JLa Saxe g^lan te. " A memoir, by Baron von Pollnitz, of the amorous 
adventures of the Elector. It is a most curious little book, published first at 
Amsterdam in 1735. It depicts Aug:ustus as perfectly invincible in bis count- 
less love affairs. He traveled throuf?h Europe, leaving his path strewn with 
broken-hearted victims. Von Pdlinitz gives the impression that Augustus 
lived for no other end but love-making. 

29. Stanislaus Leckxinsky. (1677-1766.) A son of the grand treasurer 
of Poland. Having been sent in 1704 by the Diet of Warsaw to Charles XII. 
of Sweden, to consult him on the election of a king to succeed Augustus, he 
made so favorable an impressit)n upon Charle.s that he was recommended as 
a candidate, and was elected in the following year. His daughter Maria be- 
came the wife of Louis XV. of France. 
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throne I Peter, in the sequel, put his crown on his head again, 
. to be sure, but forever after he looked like — 

" The thief 
Who from the shelf the precious diadem stole, 
^ And put it in his pocket.^* 

What a pity that this man, who was deficient neither in cour- 
age nor, we suppose, in a certain amount of intellect suflBcient 
for all ordinary purposes, should have got himself into such a 
scrape, merely for the sake of carrying an election over the 

I o Prince of Conti and Stanislaus ! The truth is, that the mo- 
ment he got among giants — giants in action, like Charles and 
Peter — ^he showed himself the pygmy he was in mind, despite 
his stature, his strength, and liis personal bravery. 
And Charles the Twelfth, the hero, the crowned gladiator — 

15 what had he to do with the eighteenth century ? The hero of 
everybody's boyhood, he remains a puzzle and a mystery to us 
in our maturer years. He seems an impossibility in the times 
in which he lived. On the death of Charles the Eleventh, and 
the commencement of the hostile movement by Russia and 

20 Denmark, the stripling sovereign seems to dilate into the vast, 
shadowy proportions of some ancient hero of Scandinavian 
Sagas. He seems like one of the ancient Norsemen, whose 
vocation was simply to fight — who conquered the whole earth, 
not because they wanted it, but because they were sent into the 

25 world for no other earthly purpose ; a legitimate representa- 
tive of the old sea-kings, or rather an ancient sea-king him- 
self, reappearing in the eighteenth century, with no specially 
defined object, and proposing to himself no particular business 
in the world which he had so suddenly revisited, but to fight 

30 as much as possible, and with anybody that came along. 
Viewed in this light, he can be judged more justly. He was 
out of place where he was. He would have been a magnificent 

5. Hamlet, III. 4. 

21. Scandinavian Sagas. Amon^ the earliest literary works of Europe 
were the Sagas. They are tales, both historical aud lahulous, and were 
written during the twelfth and thirteent'n eent'tiies Tiie language is Ice 
landic, and may be read by any uioderu k-t^luiulrr a^ easily as we read 
Shakespeare. They are all more or less iu the foj-tn of biographies of soiue 
Uero. 
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hero and a useful personage six or seven hundred years earlier. 
He wag a very mischievous character in the eighteenth cent- 
ury. People no longer fought in the same way as before ; 
they no longer fought for the fun of it ; they now had always 
an object in their wars. Sovereigns, however belligerent in 5 
taste, had always an eye to their interest. This was pre- 
eminently the case with his great antagonist, Peter. He never 
fought except for an object ; but sooner than relinquish the 
object, he would have fought " till sun and moon were in the 
flat sea snnk.^' He was a creator, a founder, a lawgiver, asio 
well as a warrior. He was constructive ; Charles merely de- 
stnictive. The Czar was a great statesman ; Charles only a 
great gladiator. In war, Peter was always preparing for 
peace ; as for Charles, after he first started upon his career, 
he never seemed to have had the faintest suspicion that there 15 
was such a thing, such a status, as peace. He came into the 
world to fight, and he fought ; he lived fighting, he died fight- 
ing. He poured himself out, like a fierce torrent from his 
native mountains, in one wild, headlong, devastating flood. 
There was nothing beneficent, nothing fertilizing, in his career. 20 
His kingdom was neglected, his treasury exhausted, his sub- 
jects impoverished ; while he himself, from the admiration and 
wonder of Europe, became, or would have become but for his 
timely death, dts laughing-stock. The hero of Narva was only 
Bombastes Furioso at Bender. 25 

While Charles was deposing Augustus and crowning Stanis- 

34. Narva. A fortified town of Russia, 81 miles W. S. W. of Petersburg, on 
tbe River Narova, 9 miles from its mouth in the Gulf of Finland. Near it, in 
1700, Charles XII. at the head of 8000 Swedes defeated 80,000 Russians. 

25. Bombastes Furioso. The hero and title of a burlesque trapric opera 
by Thomas Barnes Rhodes, which was intended to ridicule tne bombast and 
rant of modem tragedies. This farce is a travesty of Ariosto's great Italian 
romance, Orlando Fhtrimo. One famous scene from BomhasteH Furioso 
is when Bombastes is refused by the lady of his choice. He at once goes 
mad, and hangs his boots on a tree with this label duly displayed : 

** Who dares this pair of boots displace 
Must meet Bombastes face to face,** 

25. Bender. A fortified Russian town in Bessarabia, on the Dniester, 48 
miles from its mouth and 58 miles northwest of Odessa. Mere Charles took 
refuge after his defeat at Pultowa. 

26. Crowning Stanislaus. Aftpr Charles's victories over the Poles and 
Saxons at Klissow (1702) and at Piiltusk dTOl), he terused all overtures of 
peace, and caused Augustus to be deposed by that party among the Poles 
\N hich had joined him. Then he elected Stanislaus Leckzinsky as king. 
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laus, the troops of Peter were not idle. Keeping his eye ever 
fixed upon his great object, the Czar was adding to his domain 
province after province of what was then the Swedish sea- 
coast. Dorpat and Narva are captured, and with them all 
Singria; of which Peter makes the pastry-cook's apprentice 
governor, Courland soon follows ; and now the Czar joins his 
forces to those of Augustus in Poland. While he is called off 
to quell an insurrection in Astrakhan (distances are nothing to 
the Czar), Augustus seizes the opportunity to make the igno- 

lominious compact with the Swedish king to which we have 
referred ; and — most shameful and perfidious part of his trea- 
son — surrenders to the vengeance of the ferocious Charles, to 
the torture and the wheels the unfortunate General Patkul, 
ambassador of the Czar at the court of Augustus, who had 

15 incurred the hatred of the Swedish monarch for heading a 
deputation of Livonian nobles, and presenting to him a peti- 
tion concerning the rights and privileges of their [province. 
The allies of King Augustus take possession of Warsaw, while 
King Augustus himself is writing his congratulations to King 

20 Stanislaus ! 

Peter, having helped himself to almost as many Swedish 
provinces as he cared for, while Charles has been bullying 
Augustus and breaking Patkul on the wheel, is now disposed 
to treat for peace. The French envoy at Dresden offers his 

25 services, but Charles declines treating except at Moscow. * * My 
brother Charles wishes to act Alexander," says the Czar ; 
*'but he shall not find me Darius." 

Peter now conceives almost exactly the same plan by which 
the conqueror of the nineteenth century was entrapped and de- 

8. Astrakhan. A Russian government in the Caucasus, on the Caspian 
Sea. 

19. Congratulations. Augustus was buliied into writing this letter by 
CharleB. 

27. Darius. The last of the old Persian kin^. Alexander the Great 
overran Persia and made it a part of his dominions. 

89. Conqueror. Napoleon Bonaparte advanced on Moscow in 1812. The 
Russians retreated before him and trusted to the rigors of tbeir climate to 
defeat him. Ho reached Moscow September 14. only to have it burned to 
the ground by the patriotic inhabitants. This forcetl him to retreat, as ht; 
could not get the supplies for which he had depended on the conquered 
city. The retreat was a terrible struggle against storm and cold, while the 
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stroyed. He makes his country and climate fight for him, and 
retreats slowly before his advancing enemy, drawing him on 
step by step to a barren country, whence he could have no 
retreat, and where Peter could suddenly advance from his own 
secure position, and overwhelm him at a blow. With masterly 5 
generalship, he retreats before his hot-headed adversary, still 
*' tempting him to the desert with his sword;" marches to 
Moghilef and Orsha, on the eastern bank of the Dnieper, a 
position in free communication with Smolensk ; sends his Cos- 
sacks to lay waste the country for thirty miles round, and then 10 
orders them to join him beyond the Borysthenes. The two 
Northern monarchs now disappear from the eyes of anxious 
Europe among the wildernesses of ancient Scythia. Peter, 
with a hundred thousand men, well provided, and in conven- 
ient communication with his own cities and magazines, re- 15 
mains quiet. Charles, intent upon dictating terms at Moscow, 
crosses the Borysthenes with eighty thousand men. A fierce 
battle without results is fought on the Berezina. Charles 
pushes on to Smolensk. By order of Peter, the country be- 
tween the Borysthenes and Smolensk had been laid waste. At 20 
the approach of winter, the Swedish army dwindles and wastes 
away beneath the horrors of the iron climate. Still Charles 
advances, when suddenly, and to the Czar inexplicably, he 
turns aside from his path, abandons his design upon Moscow, 
and directs his steps to the Ukraine. The mystery is solved by 25 
the news of Mazeppa's treason. The old hetman of the Cos- 
army was continually harassed by swarms of Cossacks. It is estimated that 
this expedition cost tbe lives of at least 300,000 able-bodied young men on the 
side of tbe French and their allies. 
13. Scythia. The ancients called all Southern Russia by this name. 

25. Ukraine. An old subdivision of Russia and Southeastern Poland. 

26. Mazeppa. A Cossack chief who misled Charles and induced him to 
cross the River Dnieper with the object of making the Ukraine an independ- 
ent country. Mazeppa had an extraordinary history. His full name was 
Ivan Stepanovitch Mazei)pa. He was educated at the Polish court. Having 
been detected in an intrigue with tbe wife of a nobleman, he was bound to 
the back of one of the wild horses of the Ukraine, and was carried to the 
countiy of the Cossacks. Here he was received kindly, and in 1687 rose to 
be hetman or commander-in-chief. When Peter attempted to take posses- 
sion of the Ukraine. Mazeppa strongly opposed the measure, but, finding 
resistance vain, asked Charles XII. to assist Dim in gaining independence for 
his country. After Charles's defeat at Pultowa, Mazeppa fled to Turkey, 
where he died in 1709. His adventures have been made famous in one of 
Byron's poems. 
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sacks deserts to Charles, promising to bring over all his troops. 
He brings no one but himself : the Cossacks scorn his treachery, 
and remain faithful to their Czar. 
By this time it was December, the cold intense, and the 
5 Swedish army perishing by thousands. Count Piper implores 
his master to halt, and go into the best winter-quarters they 
could find in the Ukraine. The King refuses, resolved to re- 
duce the Ukraine, and then march to Moscow. In the month 
of May, after a winter spent by the Czar's forces in comforta- 

lo ble quarters, and by the King's exposed to all kinds of misery, 
Charles lays siege to Pultowa with eighteen thousand men, the 
remnant of his eighty thousand. On the 15th of June 1709, 
the Czar appears before Pultowa, and, by feint of attack upon 
the Swedes, succeeds in throwing two thousand men into the 

15 place, and at length, a few days after, gives Charles battle, 
and utterly routs and destroys his army. Both the King and 
the Czar, throughout this 

*' Dread Pultowa's day, 
When fortune left the royal Swede," 

20 fight in the front of the battle. Several balls pierce the Czar's 
clothes ; while Charles, having been previously wounded in 
the heel, is carried through the fight upon a litter. After the 
total overthrow of his army, Charles escapes on horseback, 
with a handful of followers, and, entering the confines of Tur- 

25 key, halts at Bender, on the Dniester. 

The battle of Pultowa and the final overthrow of Charles are 
followed, during the autumn and winter, by the complete con- 
quest of Livonia — Wiborg, Elbing, Riga, and Revel being taken 
early in 1710. At the same time, Peter deposes Stanislaus, 

30 and restores the illustrious Augustus. 

In the meantime, Charles remains at Bender, the stipendi- 
ary of the Sultan, while Poniatowski, his emissary at the 
Porte, is busily intriguing to bring about a declaration of war 



11. Pultowa. A dty on the Vorskla, 70 miles W. S. W. of Kharkov. 

2^. Wiborg:, Elbiner, Rifta, and Revel. Fortified cities. Wiboriir is 
in Finland, ElbinK in Vvest Prussia; Riga is the capital of Livonia, and Revei 
is the capital of E^thonia. 
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from Turkey against the Czar. In conjunction with the khan 
of the Crimean Tartars, who appeals to the Sultan's jealousy 
of the increasing power of Russia, and inspires him with a 
desire to recover Azof and expel his encroaching neighbors 
from the Black Sea, the envoy succeeds. The Grand Mufti 5 
declares that it is necessary for the Sultan to go to war with 
the Czar ; whereupon the Muscovite ambassador is forthwith 
"clapped into prison," by way of commencement of hostilities, 
and the war begins. Peter immediately makes a levy of one 
man in four, besides ** one valet out of every two belonging to lo 
the nobility," makes a solemn declaration of war, and then 
marches at the head of forty thousand men to the frontier of 
Turkey. Previously to his departure, he makes a public proc- 
lamation of his previous marriage to Catharine ; and the Em- 
press, despite his earnest remonstrances, accompanies the in- 15 
yading army. 

It is strange that the Czar, on this expedition, should have 
committed the same error, and placed himself in almost the 
same unfortunate predicament, as his adversary Charles. 
Trusting to the representations and the friendship of the faith- 20 
less Hospodar of Moldavia, he advances rapidly, at the head 
of an insufficient force, into a hostile and barren country, rely- 
ing for men and munitions of war upon his ally. Crossing 
the Pruth, he finds himself near Jassy. in a hostile country, 
between an army of Turks and another of Tartars, with a deep 25 
and rapid river between him and his own dominions. Forty 
thousand Russians are held at bay by two hundred thousand 
Turks and Tartars. The situation of the Czar is terrible ; an- 
nihilation seems to stare him in the face. His enemy, Charles, 
visits the Turkish camp in disguise, urging the Czar's destruc- 30 
tion upon the Vizier. A destructive battle is going on unceas- 
ingly, which in three days costs him eighteen thousand men. 
Retreat is impossible ; no ally is near him, no succor expected. 

1. Khan. Chief. 

2. See note, p. 18. 

5. Grand Mufti. The Mohammedan high priest of the Tartars. 
5il. Hospodar. A title formerly borne by the vassal princes of Moldavia 
and Wallacbia, and still used as a title uf the Czar of Russia. 
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What can possibly extricate him? Shall he dash upon the 
Turks at the head of his remaining forces, and cut his way 
through them, or die, sword in hand, in the attempt ? Shall 
he surrender to the overwhelming power of the Sultan's army, 
5 and be paraded at Constantinople as the captive Czar ? Tor- 
tured and perplexed, he shuts himself up alone in his tent, and 
falls into terrible convulsions. None of his generals dare ap- 
proach him ; he has forbidden an entrance to all. Suddenly, 
despite of the prohibition, the captive of Marienburg stands 

lo before him. She who at all times possessed a mysterious power 
to calm the spasmodic affections, half physical, half mental, 
to which he was subject, now appears before him like an angel 
to relieve his agony, and to point out an escape from impend- 
ing ruin. She suggests the idea of negotiation, which had 

15 occurred to no one in the desperate situation in which they 
were placed, and which, she instinctively prophesied, would 
still be successful. She strips herself of her jewels, and ran- 
sacks the camp for objects of value, to form a suitable present 
for the Grand Vizier. The Vice-Chancellor Shaffiroff is dis- 

20 patched to the enemy's camp, and the apparently impossible 
result is a treaty of peace. Arms are suspended immediately, 
and soon afterwards honorable articles are signed, of which 
the principal are the surrender of Azof, the exclusion of the 
Czar from the Black Sea, the demolition of the fortress of 

25 Taganrog, the withdrawal of the Russian soldiers from the 
neighborhood of the Danube, and the promise of free passage 
to Charles the Twelfth through Russia to his own states. 

It is unnecessary to analyze or to criticise the different mo- 
tives that actuated the Vizier in acceding to an honorable 

30 negotiation, when the* Czar seemed to be so completely in his 
power. It is sufficient that this was the surprising and fortu- 
nate result of Catharine's counsel. *' Her great merit," says 
Voltaire, " was that she saw the possibility of negotiation at a 
.moment when the generals seem to have seen nothing but an 

35 inevitable misfortune." No language can describe the rage and 

19. Grand Vizier. The prime minister of the Sultan. 
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mortification of Charles the Twelfth at this unexpected result 
— at this apparently impossible escape of his hated rival from 
overwhelming ruin. Hastening to the camp of the Vizier, he 
upbraids him, as if he had been his master, instead of his sti- 
pendiary ; he expresses his profound disgust that the Czar has 5 
not been carried to Constantinople, instead of being allowed 
to go home so easily. "And who will govern his empire in 
Lis absence?" asked the Vizier, with bitter irony ; adding that 
*'it would never do to have all the sovereigns away from 
home." In answer to this retort, Charles grins ferociously in lo 
his face, turns on his heel, and tears the Vizier's robe with his 
spurs. After thus insulting the great functionary of the Sul- 
tan, he continues three years longer a pensionary on his 
bounty. To the reiterated entreaties of his Senate that he 
-would return, and attend to the pressing exigencies of his 15 
kingdom, he replies, in a style worthy of Bombastes, that he 
would send one of his boots to govern them, and remains at 
Bender, still deluded and besotted with the idea that he should 
yet appear with a Turkish force before Moscow. At last, in 
1714, after fighting a pitched battle, at the head of his valets, 20 
grooms, and house-servants, against a considerable Turkish 
army, sent to dislodge him by force, he is ignominiously ex- 
pelled from the country whose hospitality he has so long out- 
raged, and returns in the disguise of a courier to Sweden. 

The Czar, upon his return to his dominions, gains a consid- 25 
erable victory over the Swedish fleet in the Baltic, command- 
ing his own in person, in a line-of-battle ship of his own build- 
ing. On arriving at Petersburg, he ordains a great triumphal 
procession to bring the captured ships, with their admirals and 
officers, up the Neva. At this time he transfers the Senate 30 
from Moscow to Petersburg ; establishes assemblies, at which 
the penalty for infringement of the rules and regulations is to 
** empty the great eagle, a huge bowl, filled with wine and 
brandy ; " institutes the Academy of Arts and Sciences ; 
founds the public library commenced with the one captured 35 

16. Bombastes. See note, p. 41. 
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("conveyed, the wise it call") from the University at Abo; 
sends a mission through Siberia to China ; and draws up a 
map of his dominions, much of it with his own hand. 
In 1715, after taking Stralsund, completing the conquest of 

5 Finland and Esthonia, and commanding in person the allied 
fleets of England, Denmark, and Russia, he makes a second 
tour in Europe, accompanied by Catharine. He revisits Saar- 
dara, where he is received with great enthusiasm ; is enter- 
tained with great distinction in Paris, and visits the tomb of 

lo Cardinal Richelieu, where he exclaims, dropping upon his 
knees, ** Thou great man ! I would have given thee half of my 
dominions to have learned of thee to govern the other half. " 
He drew up with his own hand a treaty of commerce with 
France, and returned through Berlin to Petersburg. The let- 

15 ters of the Margravine of Bayreuth from Berlin present no 
very flattering picture of the imperial travelers. She describes 
Peter as dressed plainly in a naval costume, handsome, but 
rude, uncouth, and of dreadful aspect ; and Catharine as fat, 
frouzy, and vulgar, needing only to be seen to betray her 

20 obscure origin, and bedizened with chains, orders, and holy 
relics, *' making such a gcklinkklank as if an ass with bells 
were coming along." She represents them both as intolerable 
beggars, plundering the palace of everything they could lay 
their hands on. 



1. *•* Convey,' the wise it call 'Steal 1' foh 1 a flco for the phrase I" — 
Shakespeare's Merry Wives of Windsor, Act I. sc. 3. 

1. University at Abo. Abo was until 1»I9 the capital of Finland. It 
was formerly the seat of a university, removed to HeLsinjicfors in 1827. 

4. Stralsund. A strongly fortified town of Prussia, so completely sur- 
rounded by water as to be unapproachable. It is now one of the strongest 
towns belongittg to Prussia, and is practically impregnable. 

10. Arinaiid Jean du Plessis, Cardinal de Richelieu (1585-1642). A 
famous French statesman. In 18-^'i, through the influence of Marie de' 
Medici, he was made Cardinal. From this lime dates his ascendency over 
the king. Richelieu^s policy tended to humble the nobility, to render the 
monarchy absolute, and to undermine the power of Austria. Among the 
important achievements of Richelieu was the subjection of the Calvinists, 
who had attempted to gain their independence. He was much hated by the 
nobility, and several conspiracies against his life weie discovered and 
severely punished. Richelieu practically governed France during the last 
twenty years of his life, and that with such harshness that at his death the 
people expressed their joy by great bonfli-es in the streets of Paris. 

21. Gekllnkklank. An onomatopoetic German word which is quite 
untranslatable in a single word. It means a jingling rattle. 
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Peter had long ago constituted himself the head of the 
Church, and treated with contempt the pretensions of the 
prelates to temporal power. When at Paris, however, he had 
received an elaborate petition from the Sorbonne, the object 
of which was to effect a reunion between the Greek and Latin 5 
Churches. But the despot who had constituted himself the 
head, hand, heart, and conscience of his people — who had 
annihilated throughout his empire every element of power 
adverse to his own, who had crushed the soldiery, the nobility, 
and the clergy, deposed the patriarch, and constituted himself lo 
the high priest of his empire — was not very likely to comply 
with the Sorbonne's invitation to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the Pope in his dominions. Nevertheless, he received their 
petition with great politeness. 

On his return to Petersburg, he was vexed by the impor- 15 
tunity of some of his own clergy, who clamored for the ap- 
pointment of a patriarch, on the ground that it was demanded 
by the people, and that it was necessary to assert the dignity 
and independence of the Greek Church. Now there happened 
to be about Petersburg one Sotoff, a venerable jester of eighty- 20 
four, who had been the Czar's writing-master in his younger 
years, and at the age of seventy had been advanced to the 
dignity of buffoon. This venerable individual the Czar fixes 
upon for the office of patriarch, previously creating him a 
prince and a pope. In order to make the office of patriarch 25 
completely ridiculous in the eyes of the people, and to give 
them a little innocent recreation at the same time, he now 
ordains a solemn marriage between this patriarch and a 
** buxom widow of thirty-four." We must ask indulgence 



4. Sorbonne. A celebrated house founded in the University of Paris 
about ISfSO by Robert de Sorbon, chaplain and confessor of Louis IX. The 
coUeg^e of the Sorbonne became one of the four constituent parts and the 
predominant one of the faculty of theologv in the university. It exercised 
a high influence in ecclesiastical affairs ana on the public mind, especially in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It was suppressed during the 
great French Revolution of 1789. At the reconstruction of the university 
under Napoleon I., the building erected for it by Richelieu, and still called 
the Sorbonne, was g^ven to the theological faculty in connection with the 
faculties of science and belles-lettres. 

5. See note, p. 34. 
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while we quote a short description of this funny ceremony 
from the old author already cited : — 

** The nuptials of this extraordinary couple were soleinnized 
by the court in masks or mock show. The company consisted 

5 of about four hundred persons of both sexes. Every four 
persons had their proper dress and peculiar musical instru- 
ments, so that they represented a hundred different sorts of 
habits and music, particularly of the Asiatic nations. The 
four persons appointed to invite the gues*s were the greatest 

lo stammerers that could be found in all Russia. Old decrepit 
men, who were not able to walk or stand, had been picked out 
to serve for bridesmen, stewards, and waiters. There were 
four running footmen, the most unwieldy fellows, who had 
been troubled with the gout most of their lives, and were so 

15 fat and bulky that they wanted others to lead them. The 
mock Czar of Moscow, who represented King David in his 
dress, instead of a harp had a lyre with a bear-skin to play 
upon. He, being the chief of the company, was carried on a 
sort of a pageant placed on a sled, to the four corners of which 

20 were tied as many bears, which, being pricked with goads by 
fellows purposely appointed for it, made such a frightful roar- 
ing as well suited the confused and horrible din raised by the 
disagreeing instruments of the rest of the company. The Czar 
himself was dressed like a boor of Friesland, and skilfully beat 

25 a drum in company with three generals. In this manner, 
bells ringing everywhere, the ill-matched couple were attended 
by the masks to the altar of the great church, where they were 
joined in matrimony by a priest a hundred years old, who had 
lost his eyesight and his memory ; to supply which defects a 

30 pair of spectacles were put upon his nose, two candles held 
before his eyes, and the words sounded into his ears which he 
was to pronounce. From church the procession went to the 
Czar's palace, where the diversion lasted some days. Many 
strange adventures and comical accidents happened on their 

35 riding-sleds through the streets, too long to be related here. 
Thus much may suffice to show that the Czar, among all the 
heavy cares of government, knew how to set apart some days 
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for the relaxation of his mind, and how ingenious he was in 
the contrivance of those diversions." 

We confess that we are unable to agree with the grave con- 
clusion of the author from whom we quote. To us this ** inge- 
nious diversion " seems about as sorry a jest as we ever heard 5 
of. However, it was considered ** most admirable fooling" in 
Moscow ; and, at all events, after two or three repetitions, 
seems to have quite cured the people of their desire for patri- 
archs. 

"The Czar," says Voltaire, ** thus laughingly avenged lo 
twenty emperors of Germany, ten kings of France, and a host 
of sovereigns. This was all the fruit which the Sorbonne 
gathered from their not very politic idea of reuniting the 
Greek and Latin churches." 

The darkest chapter in the life of Peter now approaches. 15 
After the lapse of a century, no one can read the account of 
that dreadful tragedy, the trial, condemnation, and death of 
the Ozarowitz Alexis, without a shudder of horror. No one 
can contemplate the spectacle of a son judicially condemned 
by his father for no crime, no one can read the record of the 20 
solemn farce which represents the trial of the unfortunate 
victim, without feeling all his admiration for the extraordinary 
qualities of the Czar swallowed up by indignation and abhor- 
rence. Up to this time Peter seems a man — a hard-hearted, 
despotic, inexorable man, perhaps, but he is still human. He 25 
now seems only a machine, a huge engine of unparalleled 
power, placed upon the earth to effect a certain task, working 
its mighty arms night and day with ceaseless and untiring 
energy, crashing through all obstacles, and annihilating every- 
thing in its path with the unfeeling precision of gigantic 30 
mechanism. 

It was hardly to be expected, to be sure, that this tremen- 
dous despot, who had recoiled before no obstacle in the path 
of his' settled purpose; who had stridden over everything with 
the step of a giant ; who had given two seas to an inland 35 
empire ; who had conquered the most warlike nation and 
sovereign of Europe with barbarians in petticoats ; who had 
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crushed the nobility, annihilated the Strelitzes, trampled the 
patriarch in the dust; who had repudiated his wife because 
she was attached to the old customs of Muscovy, and had 
married and crowned a woman of bad repute, because it was 
5 his sovereign will and pleasure — it was hardly to be expected 
that such a man would hesitate about disinheriting his own 
son, if he thought proper to do so. But it might have been 
hoped that he would content himself with disinheriting him, 
and that the ^' Bater PatHce,^^ as by solemn decree he was 

10 shortly afterwards entitled, would remember that he was also 
father of Alexis. 

This unhappy young man, the son of the repudiated wife of 
the Czar, seems to have been a very miserable creature. We 
have the fullest sympathy with the natural disappointment of 

^5 Peter at the incorrigible, hopeless stupidity and profligacy of 
bis son. Still, he had himself to blame in a great measure for 
many of his son's defects. His education had been neglected, 
or, rather, worse than neglected : it had been left to the care 
of monks — to the care of the very order of people most wedded 

20 to the ancient state of things, and most desirous of restoring 
it, if possible The necessary result of such training upon a 
dull boy might easily have been foreseen. There was, how- 
ever, not the slightest objection to disinheriting him ; he had 
no claim to the throne, and he was totally unworthy of it. 

25 There was no law of Russia designating the eldest son as suc- 
cessor. On the contrary, the genius of the Russian autocracy 
seems to vest the fee-simple of all the Russias and all the Rus- 
sians in the actual autocrat, to be disposed of as he sees fit, 
and devised to whomsoever he deems most eligible. This had 

30 been and was then the law, if it be worth while to talk about 
law when the will of the sovereign makes and alters the law at 
any moment. Alexis seems to have been weak, dissolute, and 
intriguing — a sot, a bigot, a liar, and a coward — the tool of 
** bushy-bearded " priests and designing women, whose control 

9. Pater Patriae. Father of the country. 

27. Fee-stmple. Land is held in fee simple when it Ia the absolute 
l>t-opei'ty of the owner and may desceud from rather to sod by heredity or 
as ibe ovruer wisheti. 
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of the empire had been terminated by Peter's energetic meas- 
ures. The Czar's predominating fear was, that at his death 
the empire would relapse into the quagmire of barbarism from 
which he had reclaimed it. Alexis, priest-ridden and ignorant. 
was sure to become a tool in the hands of priests as soon as he 5 
should ascend the throne, and the old order of things would 
as surely be reinstated. 

Peter, soon after the death of his son's wife (a virtuous and 
intelligent German princess, whose life seems to have been 
worn out by the neglect, cruelty, and debauchery of her hus- lo 
band), remonstrates with him upon his evil courses, commands 
him to reform, and threatens else to disinherit him. ^^ Amend 
your life, or else turn monk," says the Czar. **I intend to 
embrace the monastic life," replies the son ; ** I pledge myself 
to do so, and only ask your gracious permission." The Czar, 15 
just before his departure for Germany and France, visits 
Alexis, who was, or pretended to be, confined to his bed by 
sickness. The young man again renews his renunciation of 
the succession, and repeats his pledge to become a monk. 
Peter bids him take six months to consider the matter, takes 20 
an affectionate farewell of him, and sets out upon his travels. 
As soon as his back is turned, Alexis realizes the old distich : 

** The devil was sick, tbe devil a monk would be; 
The devil was well, tbe devil a monk was he.*' 

He recovers his health instantaneously, and celebrates his 25 
father's departure by getting very drunk with a select party of 
friends. Seven months afterwards, the Czar writes to him to 
join him at Copenhagen, if he had determined to reform his 
life and make himself fit for the succession ; if not, to execute 
his monastic plans without delay. Alexis accordingly an- 30 
nounces his intention of going to Copenhagen, draws a heavy 
bill on Menzikoff for his traveling expenses, leaves Moscow, 
and, instead of Copenhagen, sneaks off to Vienna. The 
Emperor of Germany, however, turns him off, and he goes to 
Naples. Two envoys of the Czar — Tolstoy and Romanzoff — 35 
proceed to Naples, and induce him, by ample promises of for- 
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giveness on the part of his father, to return. The following is 
a part of his fathers letter : 

** I write to you for the last time, to tell you that you are to 
execute my will, which Tolstoy and Romanzoff will announce 
5 to you on my part. If you obey wie, / assure you and 1 
promise, in the name of God, tfiat I will not punish you, and 
tfiat if you return lunll love you more than ever ; but if you 
do not, I give you as your father, in virtue of the power which 
I have received from God, my eternal curse ; and as your 

lo sovereign, I assure you that I shall find the means of punish- 
ing you, in which I hope that God will assist me, and that he 
will take my just cause in his hand." . 

Upon the faith of this sacred promise, Alexis accompanies 
the two emissaries to Moscow, where they arrive on the 13th 

15 of February, 1718. The day after his arrival, the Czar, by way 
of keeping his promise of pardoning and loving him more than 
ever, calls a grand council of the senate and all the dignitaries 
of the empire, and there, in the most solemn, formal, and 
authentic manner, disinherits Alexis, deprives him of all claim 

20 to the succession, and obliges him and all those present to 
take the oath of future allegiance to his and Catharine's son 
Peter, then an infant, who, however, shortly afterwards died. 
This was the beginning of the fulfillment of his promise, but it 
was only the beginning of the end. Alexis was worthless, 

25 ignorant, stupid, and depraved ; but he had committed no 
crime, and deserved no punishment, certainly not the punish- 
ment of death. A comfortable state of things there would be 
in the world, if every man who happened to have a profligate 
dunce of a son were to be justified in cutting his head off ; and 

30 for an autocrat and high-priest to do so seems to us a thou- 
sand times more atrocious. 

However, the Czar seems to have been determined, after his 
first evasion, to get rid of him, and accordingly produces the 
charge of a conspiracy. Alexis is formally accused of conspir- 

35 ing against his father's life and throne, and a pack of perfectly 
contemptible stuff is collected together, to make what was 
called evidence. It consisted of confessions of his pot-com- 
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panions, his confessor, and others — all upon the rack — that he 
had been known to express wishes for his father's death, and 
to throw out hints about receiving assistance, in a certain 
event, from the Emperor of Germany. But in the whole mass 
of it there is not the faintest shadow of a shade of evidence 5 
that he had ever conspired, that he had ever entertained any 
design, against his father ; and the necessary result, upon any 
candid mind, of a perusal of the evidence is a conviction of 
his perfect innocence of the crime charged upon him. There 
is not a country in the world, where there is any pretense lo 
of administering justice, in which such an accusation, sup- 
ported by such evidence, would not have been hooted out of 
court. Still, the accusation was made, and something which 
they called a trial was instituted. The prince is sworn upon 
the Holy Evangelists to tell the whole truth, and nothing but 15 
the truth; and he immediately begins to utter lies by the 
wholesale. His weak intellect seems to have been possessed 
and disordered by one idea — that if he should confess a great 
deal more than was expected, and make himself out much 
more guilty than he was supposed to be, he should perhaps 20 
obtain his pardon. Having, however, done nothing criminal, 
and having said nothing that could be fairly considered sus- 
picious, he dives into the bottom of his breast, and brings up 
and displays his most secret thoughts by way of self-accusa- 
tion. The truth seems to have been that he was bullied to the 25 
last degree. We know the Czar to have been a man who 
eminently inspired awe, and Alexis was of an uncommonly 
sneaking disposition. As the event proved, Peter absolutely 
frightened his son to death. Certainly, never were the forms 
of judicial investigation so outraged as in this trial. Thes^ 
details are sickening, and we have already transgressed the 
indulgence of our readers. Let one or two questions made by 
the prosecution, and answered by the criminal in writing, 
suffice as specimens of the Czar's criminal jurisprudence. 

** When you saw, in the letter of Beyer [a gossiping envoy 35 
from the German emperor's court, who wrote to his sovereign 
all the news, true or false, as fast as he picked it up], that 
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there wa» a revolt in the army of Mecklenburg, you wer« re- 
joiced ; I believe that you had some view, and that you would 
have declared for the rebels, even in my lifetime." The 
answer of Alexis is : ^^ If the rebels had called me in your life- 
5 time^ I should probably have joined them^ supposing that they 
had been strong enough.'''' In answer to another question, he 
avows that ** he had accused himself before God, in confession 
to the priest Jacques, of having wished the death of his father ; 
and that the confessor Jacques had replied, * God will pardon 

10 you for it ; we all wish it as much.' " 

After this farce of a trial had been enacted, the Czar, waiv- 
ing his prerogative of life and death, determined to submit 
the case to the judgment of the clergy, judges^ and high 
officers of State. This has always seemed to us very paltry. 

15 It was an attempt to shift the responsibility of the murder off 
his own shoulders, where only it belonged. The council of 
clergy, after recognizing the Czar's power— Jm* vita et necis — 
which nobody ever doubted, and citing several cases from the 
Old Testament, recommended mercy, relying principally upon 

20 Absalom's case. It was plain they washed their hands of it. 
Meantime, further investigations, it was pretended, had made 
the matter worse; and, on the 5th of July, the ministers, 
senators, and generals unanimously condemn the prince to 
death, leaving the sentence, of course, open to the Czar's re- 

25 vision, and prescribing no particular mode of execution. The 
sentence of death is published, Alexis is informed of it, and 
seems literally to have been frightened to death by it ; for, 
while the Czar was deliberating what course to take (and the 
opinion of the most indulgent — we confess not ours — seems to 

30 be that he did not intend the execution of the sentence), the 
unfortunate young man was carried off by a kind of apoplectic 
seizure, and, on the 7th of July, died contrite, receiving the 
sacrament and extreme unction, and imploring his father's 
pardon. 

35 This account seems to be now accepted as the true one. But 

17. Ja8 vitie et uecis. The power of life and death. 
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the Marquis de Custine, in his greediness to devour everythingf 
that blackens the character of Russia in general, and of Peter' 
the Great in particular, could not, of course, fail to reproduce 
the stories that have been told and retold, exploded and re- 
exploded, and which will continue, we suppose, to be told and S 
exploded, believed in and ridiculed, to the end of time. It 
was not believed by many people in Europe at the time, and it 
is not believed by the Comte de Segur and the Marquis de 
Custine now, that the prince died a natural death— unless the 
cataleptic convulsive fit, consequent upon extreme and pro-io 
tracted mental agony, which finally ended his life, can be 
called a natural and not a violent death. All sorts of stories 
were told at the tinae, each more incredible than the other, and 
each disproving the other. The Czar was said to have 
knouted him to death with his own hands ; to have poisoned 15 
him with a potion which he sent Marshal Weyde to an apothe- 
cary's shop in broad daylight to procure ; to have cut off his 
head, and then to have had it privately sewed on again by 
Madame Cramer ; in short, to have made away with him by a 
variety of means, all of which could not well have been true, 20 
and all of which are, under the circumstances, extremely un- 
likely. To us it seems ridiculous to add a new horror to this 
terrible tragedy. We are not sure, either, that the supposed 
assassination makes the matter any worse. ** Murder most 
foul as at the best it is," we are unable to see that the private 25 
murder is a whit more atrocious than the public, solemn, and 
judicial murder, of which the Czar stands accused and con- 
demned to all eternity. 

It certainly does not seem to have been in Peter's nature to 
have taken his son off by poison or in any private way. The 30 
autocrat was a man who gloried in his own actions, in display- 
ing the tremendous, irresistible power of his own will. He 
had collected all the dignity of his empire to assist at the 



1. See note, p, 27. 

8. Comte de S6gur (1780-1873). A French general and historian. He 
wrote a successful History of Napoleon and the Grand Army and a History 
of Russia and Peter the Great. 
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spectacle ; he had invoked the attention of all Europe to the 
tragedy he proposed to enact ; he had determined to execute 
his son, and he did intend, we have no doubt, to murder him 
in the most ceremonious manner, and for the good of his 
5 country. We have not a doubt of his motives ; he 'thought 
himself actuated by the purest philanthropy ; but those expan- 
sive bosoms, which embrace the whole earth, or a third of it, 
in their colossal affection, are apt to be deficient in the humbler 
virtues of love and charity when it comes to detail. The truth 

10 was, Peter loved his country so well that he determined to 
sacrifice his son to its welfare ; in other words, his heart was 
as hard as the nether millstone, and he would have sacrificed 
twenty thousand sons rather than have been thwarted in the 
cherished projects of his ambitious intellect. But we confess 

15 we can conceive of no motive for the alleged assassination. It 
was not in the character of the Emperor, and it was a piece of 
stupidity as well as barbarity. '^If the assassination had 
trammeled up the consequence" of all that preceded, **then 
it were well ; " and the deed might have been possible. But 

20 the broken faith to his son, the atrocious trial, the deliberate 
condemnation, could in no manner have been obliterated from 
the minds of men by a secret '* taking off." He had an- 
nounced to the world his intention of executing his son for 
alleged disobedience and conspiracy ; he had sent to every 

25 court in Europe copies of the judicial proceedings, ending in 
the condemnation of the victim ; he had been publicly bran- 
dishing the sword of justice over his son's neck, and calling 
upon the world to witness the spectacle ; and why he should 
have made all this parade for the mere purpose of poisoning 

30 him, knouting him, or cutting his head off, in secret, seems 
inexplicable. 

Besides, as Voltaire very strongly urges, the different kinds 
of assassination alleged disprove each other, and the fact that 
Alexis was never alone from the moment of the condemnation 

35 to the hour of his death makes any secret execution impossible. 
The knouting stoi-y lias not found mimy advocates ; the poison- 
ing and the beheading are supported about equally, and are 
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both about equally improbable. It certainly was not probable 
that the Czar would have sent a high officer of court to fetch 
the poison, and a few minutes afterwards have dispatched 
another messenger to bid the first make great baste. This is 
not exactly the way in which poisoning is usually managed. 5 
And the other story, that the young man's head was cut off and 
then sewed on again, is so ludicrous that it would deserve no 
attention but for the number of writers who have reported it 
upon the authority of contemporaneous gossip. At what 
moment the Czar found a secret opportunity to cut the head 10 
off ; how Madame Cramer found a secret opportunity to sew it 
on again ; how this ingenious lady, who, we suppose, had not 
practised this kind of needle- work as a profession, was able 
to fit it on so adroitly as to deceive not only the whole court 
but even the patient himself (for, as far as we can understand 15 
the story, Alexis seems to have received extreme unction and 
the sacrament, in the presence of about a hundred witnesses, 
after Mrs. Cramer's job was finished), are all matters very 
difficult to explain. Moreover, as we have already observed, 
we do not see much greater atrocity in the one case than in the 20 
other. Peter's will being the only law of the land, he could 
do what he chose — execute his son as he chose, and by his own 
hand if he chose. The only law which could have any binding 
force over the autocrat was the law of nature, and that, to his 
soul of granite, was weaker than the spider's web. He was 25 
determined to sacrifice his son to the welfare of his country, 
and to insure the continuance of his reformation in Church 
and State. Sacrifices of this sort have always found advocates 
and admirers, and are sure to be repeated on great occasions, 
and at rare intervals, to the end of time. 30 

Dismissing this painful subject, we hasten to conclude this 
imperfect sketch of the principal events in the Czar's history. 
We will not dwell upon the extraordinary but abortive in- 
trigues of the two arch-plotters of Europe, Cardinal Alberoni 

34. Cardinal Alberoni (1664-1752). A famous Spanish cardinal and 
prime minister. Aiming to restore to Spain the ^reat power she had pos- 
sessed under Philip II., Alberoni without any declaration of war surprised 
and captured some towns in Sardinia belonging to the Emperor of Germany. 
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and Baron Goertz, by which the Czar and the Swedish monarch 
were to be reconciled, and combined in ;i plot against George 
the First of England, and in favor of the Pretender. A chance 
bullet, from ** a petty fortress and a dubious hand," at Fred- 
5 erickshald in Norway, terminates at once the life of Charles 
and the intrigues of Goertz. The baron, instead of taking the 
crown from George's head, loses his own head at Stockholm ; 
Alberoni is turned out of Spain ; and the Czar remains in statu 
qiiOy having been careful, throughout the whole intrigue, which 

lo was perfectly well known in England, to make the most bare- 
faced promises of eternal friendship to the house of Hanover, 
and "to reiterate," as the diplomatists say, "the assurances 
of his distinguished consideration" for the English king, all 
the time that he was plotting against his throne. 

15 The death of Charles alters the complexion of Europe. 
Peace, which was hardly possible during his lifetime, becomes 
the immediate object of all parties. The Prince of Hesse, 
husband of Queen Ulrica, and, by cession of his wife. King of 
Sweden, is desirous of peace upon almost any terms which will 

20 allow of an honorable repose to his exhausted and impoverished 
country. Peter, having obtained possession of all the prov- 
inces he required, is ready to sheathe the sword, on receiving 
proper recognition of his title to the property thus acquired ; 
and accordingly, after a good deal of bravado upon the Baltic 

25 between the English and Russian fleets, and the burning of 
some fifty or sixty Swedish villages, innumerable chateaus, and 
fifteen or twenty thousand houses, in a descent made by the 
Russians upon the coasts of Sweden, the war, which continues 
with ferocity during all the negotiations for peace, is at last 

30 brought to a conclusion by the signing of the treaty of Neu- 

All Europe cried out at this flagrant infraction of the rights of nations, and 
the too-ambitious cardinal was deprived of his position and banished from 
Spain in 1719. 

I. Baron Goertz. The minister of flnance of Charles XII. 

7. Loses his own head. He was executed on a charge of having pro- 
longed the war and brought pecuniary distress upon the nation. 

II. The honse of Hanover. The reigiiing house in England. The 
Stuarts were the pretenders. 

18. Ulrioa. A sister of Charles XIT. was elected queen of Sweden at 
Charles' death. She transferred the crown to lier husband. 
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stadt, on the 10th of September, 1721. By this treaty of peace, 
the Czar is guaranteed in the possession of Livonia, Esthonia, 
Ingria, Carelia, Wiborg, and the many adjacent islands, and 
thus reaps the reward of twenty years' hard labor ; receiving, 
moreover, from the Senate and Synod, by solemn decree — 5 
what seems insipid homage for an autocrat — the titles of Great, 
Emperor, and Fater Patrice. 

After an interval of two years, passed in establishing 
woolen, paper, and glass manufactories, embellishing his 
capital, and regulating the internal and foreign commerce of lo 
Russia, we suddenly find him, accompanied by the faithful 
Catharine, descending the Volga at the head of a large army. 
A revolution which had broken out in Persia, in the course of 
which the reigning sovereign, the imbecile Hussein, finds him- 
self hard pressed by the Afghan prince, Meer Mahmoud, offers 15 
an opportunity to Peter to possess himself of a few maritime 
provinces on the Caspian, to console him for the loss of Azof 
consequent upon the disaster of the Pruth. A few hundred 
Russians, engaged in commerce at the town of Shamakia, hav- 
ing been cut to pieces during some of the hostile movements, 20 
he finds therein a pretext /or invading Persia, and requiring 
satisfaction from both sovereign and rebel. Failing in this, of 
course, he sails from Astrakhan to Derbent, which town he 
takes possession of ; and soon afterwards, being applied to by 
the unhappy Sophi for protection against the Afghans, he con- 25 
sents to afford it, in consideration of receiving the towns of 
Bachu and Derbent, together with the provinces of Guilan, 
Mazanderan, and Asterabad. **It is not land I want, but 
water," exclaims the Czar, as he snatches these sunny prov- 
inces, the whole southern coast of the Caspian, the original 30 
kingdom of Cyrus, from the languid hand of the Persian, 
without the expenditure of the blood, time, and treasure which 
it had cost him to wrest the frozen swamps of Finland from 
the iron grasp of Charles. 

18. The disaster of the Pruth. See page 46. The description of 
Peter's defeat by the Turks. 

19. Shamakia. A town of Russia in Transcaucasia. 
25. ^ophi, A title of the king of Persia. 
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Peter's conquests are now concladed. The Russian colossus 
now stands astride, from the ** thrilling regions of thick-ribbed 
ice " on the Baltic to the ** fragrant bowers of Asterabad " on 
the Caspian, with a foot upon either sea. The man who had 
5 begun to gratify his passion for maritime affairs by paddling a 
little skiff on the Yausa, and who became, on his accession, 
only the barbaric sovereign of an inland and unknown country, 
now finds himself the lord of two seas, with a considerable 
navy, built almost by his own hand. It was upon his return 

lo to Petersburg from his Persian expedition that he ordered the 
very skiff in which he commenced navigation to be brought 
from Moscow, and took occasion to give to his court an enter- 
tainment, which was called the '^consecration of the Little 
Orandsire,^^ that being the name he had given to the skiff. 

15 At the time of this ceremony of the consecration, the progeny 
of the Little Qraiidsire numbered already, according to the 
returns of the Admiralty, ** forty-one ships of the line, in a 
condition for service at sea, carrying two thousand one hun- 
dred and six guns, manned with fourteen thousand nine hun- 

20 dred seamen, besides a proportionate number of frigates, gal- 
leys, and other smaller craft." The little cabin, which. was 
Peter's house while building Petersburg, still stands upon what 
is now called the Citadel ; it is consecrated as a chapel, filled 
with votive offerings, and enclosed with a brick wall ; and the 

25 Little Orandsire is most religiously preserved within the 
building. 

We are certainly not taken in by the colossal puerility of the 
Russian marine any more than the Marquis de Custine is ; 
and although the descendants of the Little Orandsire are now 

30 at least double the number they were at the time of the con- 
secration, we have not heard of any very brilliant exploits on 
any ocean to justify the very imposing and very Roman rostra 

32. Rostra. Rostra is the plural of the Latin rostrum^ the beak or figure- 
head of a ship. After a Roman naval victory tlie figure-heads of the con 
quered ships were frequently attached to a column or put in some public 
place. The word roatruin is now used to denote a tribimal for a public 
speaker. It grained this meaning from the fact that the speakers in the 
Roman Forum addressed their audience from a sort of pulpit which was 
adorned with the beaks of conquered galleys. 
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which decorate the Exchange at Petersburg. To use a vulgar 
but expressive phrase, the Russian navy has not yet set the 
Baltic on fire: and we doubt if it ever will. If it could thaw 
it a little, it would be all the better ; for Cronstadt being 
blockaded by ice six months in the year, the navy is only 5 
paraded during the pleasant weather for the amusement of 
the autocrat. As long as England stands where it does, and 
the Russian winter remains a^ it is, we shall hardly fear much 
from the descendants of the Little Qrandsire^ at least till the 
capital is shifted to the Bosporus. lo 

At the same time, we are far from agreeing with the Marquis 
de Custine in his sweeping condemnation of Peter's policy in 
building Petersburg and establishing a marine. It was a thou- 
sand times better to have the Black Sea and the Baltic than 
nothing ; and if his successors had taken half as much pains 15 
as himself in fostering the maritime trade of the country ; and 
if Russia, instead of all this parade of ships of the line, frigates 
and steamers, could create a mercantile marine for itself, and 
could manage its own considerable foreign trade, now monop- 
olized by foreign vessels, principally the English, she might 20 
still obtain the germ of a maritime population, while waiting 
for Constantinople. But till she learns that the strength of a 
navy consists in sailors and not ships, she is not likely to be a 
very formidable power upon the ocean, let her build as many 
line-of -battle ships as she chooses. 25 

The only other interesting incident in Peter's life, which 
now draws rapidly to its close, was the coronation of Catharine 
as Empress- consort. This event was celebrated with extra- 
ordinary pomp ; and particular stress is laid, in the Emperor's 
proclamation, upon her conduct in the affair of the Pruth, and 3c 
the salvation of himself and his army is attributed to her 
heroism and presence of mind. There seems to be little doubt 
that Peter intended this solemn coronation of the Empress 
during his lifetime — a ceremony which was not usual in Russia 



10. The Bonpoms. Russia has 1od{^ wished to get possession of Con* 
gtantinople, bui the powers of Europe stand in her waj. 
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— to be an indication of his intention tliat she should succeed 
to the throne upon his death. 

Very soon after this, having exposed himself, when in a 
feeble state of health, by standing in the water a long time and 
5 overexerting himself in saving the lives of some sailors and 
soldiers who were near being wrecked in a storm upon the 
Gulf of Finland, he was attacked by a painful disorder, to 
which he had been subject during the later years of his life, 
and expired, with calmness and resignation, on the 28th of 

lo January, 1725. His sufferings during his last illness had been 
so intense that he was unable to make any intelligible disposi- 
tion as to the succession ; and, strange to say, the possessor of 
this empire, of which the only fundamental law was the ex- 
pressed will of the sovereign, died intestate. It is in the 

1 5 highest degree probable that he had intended to appoint his 

wife as his successor ; at any rate, assisted by the promptness 

of Menzikoff and her own resolution, Catharine ascended the 

throne without opposition. 

The disorder which thus cut off the Czar in the fifty-fourth 

20 year of his age was an acute inflammation ; but, as a matter 
of course, his death was attributed to poison. We do not ob- 
serve that the Marquis de Custine has revived this story ; 
which is matter of surprise to us, particularly as we believe 
that his friend the Comte de S^gur has adopted it in his his- 

25 tory. The temptation to damage the character of the Empress, 
and to represent her to posterity as a poisoner, was too strong 
to be resisted by the contemporary chroniclers. Lamberti 
gives us a detailed account of an intrigue of Catharine, and a 
consequent determination of Peter to shut her up for life iii a '- 

30 convent. She escaped her fate, according to the same faithful 
historian, in a singular manner. Peter, it appears, kept a 
memorandum-book, and was in the habit of making daily 
minutes of everything he proposed to do, while one of Catha- 
rine's pages was in the habit of secretly bringing his Majesty's 

35 tablets from his dressing-room for the daily inspection of the 
Empress. The intended imprisonment of Catharine, jotted 

27. Lamberti. An obscure historian. 
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down among other memoranda, was thus revealed to her; 
whereupon she incontinently poisoned him. This story has 
been sufficiently disproved. It is hardly worth disproving ; for 
it is not probable that a man who had suddenly made this dis- 
covery of the guilt of the woman who had just been crowned 5 
as Empress, and whom he had now determined to imprison for 
life, instead of designating her as his successor, would require 
to make any memorandum of the matter. And yet we are * 
expected to believe that an entry was found upon Peter's 
tablets almost literally to this effect : ** Mem. To repudiate lo 
my wife, shave her head, and lock her up in a convent ; " as if 
otherwise the matter would have slipped his memory. How is 
it possible that our friend De Custine has allowed this story to 
escape him ? 

In the vast Square of the Admiralty at Petersburg stands 15 
the celebrated colossal statue of Peter the Great. Around 
him are palaces, academies, arsenals, gorgeous temples with 
their light and starry cupolas floating up like painted balloons, 
and tall spires sheathed in gold, and flashing like pillars of 
fire. This place, which is large enough for half the Bassian 20 
army to encamp in, is bounded upon one side by the Admiralty 
building, the Winter Palace, and the Hermitage, the facades 
of the three extending more than a mile. In front of the 
Winter Palace rises the red, polished granite column of Alex- 
ander, the largest monolith in the world ; from the side oppo- 25 
site the palace radiate three great streets, lined with stately 
and imposing buildings, thronged with population, and inter- 
sected by canals, which are all bridged with iron ; across the 
square, on the side opposite the statue, stands St. Isaac's 
Cathedral, built of marble, bronze, granite, and gold, and 30 
standing upon a subterranean forest, more than a million large 
trees having been driven into the earth to form its foundation. 
The Emperor faces the Neva, which pours its limpid waters 
through quays of solid granite, which for twenty-five miles line 
its length and that of its branches ; and beyond the river rise 35 
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in fall view the Bourse, the Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and other imposing public edifices. 

This equestrian statue has been much admired ; we think 
justly so. The action of the horse is uncommonly spirited and 
5 striking, and the position of the Emperor dignified and natural. 
He waves his hand, as if, like a Scythian wizard as he was, he 
had just caused this mighty, swarming city, with all its palaces 
and temples, to rise like a vapor from the frozen morasses of 
the Neva with one stroke of his wand. In winter, by moon- 

lo light, when the whole scene is lighted by the still, cold radi- 
ance of a polar midnight, we defy any one to pause and gaze 
upon that statue without a vague sensation of awe. The 
Czar seems to be still presiding in sculptured silence over the 
colossal work of his hands ; to be still protecting his capital 

15 from the inundations of the ocean, and his empire from the 
flood of barbarism which he always feared would sweep over it 
upon his death. 



«t 



How shaU we rank him upon glory^fl page? ^ 



It is impossible not to admire his genius, his indomitable 
20 energy, bis unconquerable will. He proposed to himself, while 
yet a youth, the mighty task of civilizing his country, and of 
converting a mongrel Asiatic empire into a powerful European 
state. It is difficult to place one^s self in the right position to 
judge him correctly. We are very far from agreeing with the 
25 Marquis de Custine, that his mistake was in importing his 
civilization. Russia had waited in vain quite long enough for 
the spontaneous and indigenous germination of the arts and 
sciences. Besides, in these days when steam is so rapidly ap- 
proximating and assimilating the different parts of the earth 
30 to each other, when railroads are opened to the Red Sea, and 
steamers paddle by the Garden of Eden, it is difficult to say 
what nation will long retain a peculiar and appropriate civili- 
zation of its own. That the Czar opened the door to Europe 
and the ocean, that he erected a granite portal, a triumphal 

1. Bourse. The stock exchange. 

18. Thomas Moore. ** To Thomas Hume.*^ 
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arch upon his western frontier, is to us his greatest merit. If 
Russia is to be civilized, it must be through the influence of the 
West ; if Russia is to be free, the hymn of liberty will never be 
wafted to her ears from the silent deserts of Asia or the sepul- 
chral stillness of China. The Emperor did right to descend 5 
from his Sclavonic throne, and to go abroad to light the torch 
of civilization in more favored lands. 

But while we admire the concentration of purpose which 
sustained him throughout his labors, we cannot help deplor- 
ing the great and fundamental mistake which made them all '« 
comparatively worthless. A despot by birth, education, and 
temperament, he had never the most glimmering notion of 
the existence of a people. In Russia, then as at this day, 
there was not even the fiction of a people. Peter had a cor- 
rect idea of the proper sources of civilization ; he knew where 15 
and how to collect the seeds, but he forgot that there was 
nobody to civilize. A people may be humanized, cultivated, 
brought to any degree of perfection in arts, and arms, and 
sciences ; but he undertook to civilize a state in which there 
was but one man, and that man himself. The root must 20 
grow before the branches and the foliage. Of this the auto- 
criat had no idea. He had already annihilated the only class 
which was not composed of slaves. With one stroke of his 
scepter he had demolished the feudal nobility, or what corre- 
sponded in a degree to the feudal nobility of Europe, and had 25 
made all social rank throughout his empire to depend upon 
service to himself. What was accomplished at a later day in 
Western Europe, in the midst of long convulsions and strug- 
gles, by the upheaving of the democracy, was effected by the 
autocrat at a blow. This was a fatal error. There were 30 
slaves enough before. It was unnecessary to degrade the 
nobles. But the more closely we analyze Beter's character, 
the more cogently we are compelled to conclude that his actu- 
ating motive was rather his own fame than the good of his 
country. A great peculiarity of his ambition was, that though 35 
possessed of eminent military talents and highly successful in 



68 PSTBB THE OBBAT. 

his campaigns, he seems to have cared bat little for the cer- 
taminis gavdia; to have taken but small delight in battles 
and victories for themselves ; to have cared little for conquest^ 
beyond what he required for his settled purpose. Conquer- 
5 ing, he never aspires to be a conqueror ; victorious over the 
greatest general of the age, he is ready to sheathe his sword 
as soon as the object of the contest is attained. His ambition 
was to be a founder, and he never, in victory or defeat, was 
once turned aside from his purpose. He was determined to 

lo advance his empire to the ocean, to create a new capital, and 
to implant there and throughout his empire the elements of 
European civilization. If his ambition had flown a little 
higher, had he determined to regenerate his people, the real 
civilization of his empire would have followed sooner than it 

15 is now likely to do. Of this he probably never dreamed. He 
was a despot throughout. He might have found other matters 
in England worthy of his attention, other institutions as inti- 
mately connected with civilization as the English naval archi- 
tecture ; but he appears to have been completely indifferent 

20 to the great spectacle presented to an autocrat by a constitu- 
tional kingdom. ^^ Are these all lawyers ? ^^ said he one day, 
when visiting the courts at Westminster. ** What can be the 
use of so many lawyers ? I have but two in my empire, and 
I mean to hang one of them as soon as I get back.^' He cer- 

25 tainly might as well have hanged them both : a country with- 
out law has very little need of lawyers. 

It was because his country was inhabited by slaves, and not 
by a people, that it was necessary, in every branch of his great 
undertaking, to go into such infinitesimal details. Our admi- 

30 ration of the man's power is, to be sure, increased by a con- 
templation of the extraordinary versatility of his genius, its 
wide grasp, and its minute perception ; but we regret to see 
so much elephantine labor thrown away. As he felt himself 
to be the only man in the empire, so in his power of labor he 

35 rises to a derai-god, a Hercules. He felt that be must do 

1. Certaminis Gaudia, Tbe joys of battle. 
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everything himself, and he did everything. He fills every 
military post, from drummer to general, from cabin-boy to 
admiral ; with his own hand he builds ships of the line, and 
navigates them himself in storm and in battle ; he superin- 
tends every manufactory, every academy, every hospital, 5 
every prison ; with his own hand he pulls teeth and draws up 
commercial treaties ; wins all his battles with his own sword 
at the head of his army, and sings in the choir as chief bishop 
and head of his Church ; models all his forts, sounds all his 
harbors, draws maps of his own dominions, all with his own lo 
hand ; regulates the treasury of his empire and the account- 
books of his shopkeepers, teaches his subjects how to behave 
themselves in assemblies, prescribes the length of their coat- 
skirts, and dictates their religious creed. If, instead of con- 
tenting himself with slaves who only aped civilization, he had 15 
striven to create a people capable and worthy of culture, he 
might have spared himself all these minute details ; he would 
have produced less striking, instantaneous effects, but his 
work would have been more durable and his fame more ele- 
vated. His was one of the monarch minds that coin their 20 
age, and stamp it with their image and superscription ; but 
his glory would have been greater if he had thought less of 
himself and more of the real interests of his country. If he 
had attempted to convert his subjects from cattle into men, 
he need not have been so constantly haunted by the phantom 25 
of returning barbarism, destroying after his death all the 
labor of his lifetime, and which he could exorcise only by 
shedding the blood of his son. Viewed from this position, his 
colossal grandeur dwindles. It seems to us that he might 
have been so much more ; that his possible seem to dwarf his 30 
actual achievements. He might have been the creator and 
the lawgiver of a people. He was, after all, only a tyrant and 
a city-builder. Even now his successors avert their eyes from 
the West. The city of his love is already in danger from more 
potent elements than water. New and dangerous ideas fly 35 
through that magnificent Western gateway. When the portal 
is closed, the keys thrown into the Baltic, and the discarded 
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Moscow again embraced, how much fruit will be left from the 
foreign seeds transplanted? When the Byzantine Empire is 
restored, perhaps we shall see their ripened development ; the 
Russians of the lower empire will be a match for the Greeks 
s who preceded them. 

Still, we repea:, it is diflScult to judge him justly. He 
seems to have felt a certain mission confided to him by a 
superior power. His object he accomplished without waver- 
ing, without precipitation, without delay. We look up to 

lo him as to a giant, as we see him striding over every adver- 
sary, over every obstacle in his path. He seems in advance of 
his country, of his age, of himself. In his exterior he is the 
great prince, conqueror, reformer ; in his interior, the Musco- 
vite, the barbarian. He was conscious of it himself. *' I wish 

15 to reform my empire," he exclaimed upon one occasion, ** and 
I cannot reform myself." In early life, his pletisures were of 
the grossest character ; he was a hard drinker, and was quar- 
relsome in his cups. He kicked and cuffed his ministers, on 
one occasion was near taking the life of Lefort in a paroxysm 

20 ol drunken anger, and was habitually caning Prince Menzi- 
koff. But, after all, he did reform himself ; and in the later 
years of his life his habits were abstemious and simple, and 
his days and nights were passed in labors for his country and 
his fame. 

25 Once more we repeat, it is difficult to judge him justly. 
Perhaps it would have been impossible to have planted the 
germ of civil, or even social, liberty in such a wilderness as 
Russia was at his accession. It was something to lift her ever 
so little above the waves of barbarism, where he found her 

30 ** many fathoms deep." He accomplished a great deal. He 
made Russia a maritime country, gave her a navy and a com- 
mercial capital, and quadrupled her revenue ; he destroyed 
the Strelitzes, he crushed the patriarch, he abolished the 
monastic institutions of his empire. If he had done nothing 

35 else, he would, for these great achievements, deserve the ever- 
lasting gratitude of his country. 
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